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his vote on any question. We cannot give that 
right to the peaker which he constitutionally 
nor have we any right to refuse to the 

ker the privilege of voting. We have no 
right to designate that a member shall vote or shall 

{ vote. ‘ 

m When the subject of the Pacheco case was be- 
fore the House, at the time when the gentleman 
from Massachusetts occupied the Chair, and which 
had been referred to by that gentleman, the Speak- 
er was about to state the reasons which would in- 
fuence his vote, when the Clerk stated that a mis- 


take had been made in the count. The Speaker | 


had absolutely commenced his remarks when, in 
consequence of the miscount, it was rendered un- 
necessary for him to record his vote. He thought 
the Speaker had always possessed the right to 
ive his reasons and that he had now the right; 
and that the — from Massachusetts when, 
as Speaker, exercised the yight, exercised it 
properly. The amendment was, in his opinion, a 

roper one. In his opinion, the Speaker should 
exercise the right whenever he thought proper. 
He would exercise it under the same responsi- 
bility as that which attached to the course of every 
other member of the House. And the House had 
no right either to compel him to exercise the right, 


- or to refrain from its exercise. He had seen mem- 


bers, in some instances, abuse the right, but there 
was no power to take it away. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, he rose now for the 
purpose of withdrawing his amendment. The 
object of proposing it had been answered by the 
debate which it had drawn out. He only wished 
to conform the phraseology of the rule to what all 
seemed to acknowledge was its real intent. All 
seemed to concur in the general apirit of his propo- 
sition, and the mere change of words was, per- 
haps, unimportant. He had felt a desire to re- 
lieve the present Speaker of the House from one 
of the embarrassments under which he had him- 
self suffered during the last Congress, by making 
that clear, which was now ambiguous. If the po- 
litical friends of the present Speaker regarded such 
a measure as unnecessary and superfluous, it was 
certainly not for him (Mr. W.) to insist upon it. 

And he would take occasion to say the same 
thing in regard to the proposition of the honorable 
member from Maryland, [Mr. McLane.] If it 
was the design of that gentleman to compel the 
present Speaker to give his vote upon ali occasions 
and under all circumstances—sometimes when sud- 
denly called on, and upon the most important 
questions, without an opportunity of assigning the 
reasons by which his vote was influenced; at mo- 
ments, perhaps, when his mind was necessarily 
di@rted from the subject by the pressure of other 
matters; while occupied by questions of order, or 
absorbed in the study of Jefferson’s Manual, or 
engaged, it might even be, in signing checks to 
enable members to pay their notes,—if it was the 
object of the gentleman from Maryland to subject 
his ftiend who now occupies the chair of this 

ouse to such a necessity, he (Mr. Winturop) 
would no longer object. He had no expectation 
of ever occupying the chair again himself, and he 
Was sorry to believe that a long time might elapse 
before any gentleman on his side of the House 
would be called to such a dighity. If gentlemen 
on the her side, therefore, were so very anxious 
coe eir own Speaker in such a predicament, 

(Mr. W.) was almost willing that it should be 
= _He thought, however, that the Speaker him- 
rel would, in such a case, most earnestly pray to 

Meee ee The history of his ad- 
tan would present a monotonous epitome 

unex votes—aye and no—on all the end- 

variety of ions which could be submitted 
abolition petitions, Wilmot provisoes, private 
nish a and the like—and would undoubtedly fur- 
® most edifying record for the stady of his 
vrpowenta. The chair-was no, bed of roses at the 
3 but, with this amendment of the rules, it 
vid be more than ever a bed of thorns. 
r. ROBINSON rose, he said, not to protract 
He talk upon this ion. There were, be be- 
» Some twenty-three amendments which had 
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heen reported by the committee, and as yet the 
House had not disposed of the first. If he correct- 
ivy understood the present state of the case, the 
House had proceeded so far, (and it was a fortu- 


| nate thing that they had.done so,) as to adopt.the | 
| rules of the last House, so that it was not without | 


| something for its government. He would pause 
| to inquire from the Speaker whether if he was right 
in this supposition ? 


| the gentleman as asking whether or not the rules 
| of the last House have been adopted ? 
Mr. ROBINSON assented. 


ted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnencx,]} 
| the Chair stated that if the first clause of the re- 
port of the committee should be adopted, the rules 
of the House, as they existed at the close of the 


reported by the committee, or as offered by mem- 
bers and adopted by the House. The Chair is of 
opinion that the House has now adopted the rules, 
subject to these amendments. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Very well. Then we can 
as well postpone the further consideration of the 
subject until we have gone through with the elec- 
tion of officers of the House, when we shall have 
more time to talk about it. I therefore move that 
the further consideration of the subject be post- 
poned until Monday next, and on that motion I call 

| the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. The consequence of which 
| will be, as well understood by you, sir, (to the 
| Speaker,) that we shall never get at the rules again- 
| Is it not so, Mr. Speaker? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair cannot say. The 


previous question, (addressing Mr. Rosinson)—— | 


_Mr. SCHENCK. 


sir. 

The SPEAKER (continuing.) The previous 
question is not necessary on a motion to postpone. 

Mr. CLEVELAND asked the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were refused. 

Mr. SCHENCK asked for tellers on the motion 
to postpone. 

Mr. GENTRY rose to inquire of the Speaker, 
whether he had understood the Chair as deciding 
that the rules had been adopted subject to modifi- 
cations? 

The SPEAKER said, in the opinion of the 
Chair such was the state of the case; and the 
rules, as they now stood, would be enforced by 
the Cheir until they should have been modified by 
further action of the House. 

The question on the motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject until Monday 
next, was then taken and decided in the negative 
—ayes 53, noes not counted. 

So the House decided that the subject should 
not be postponed. 

Mr. STANTON said that some dissatisfaction 
seemed to exist, and dissatisfaction had been ex- 
pressed at the length of the discussion which had 
taken place on this amendment of the committee. 
He thought such dissatisfaction was out of place. 
The a@tion of this House was to be controlled 
by the rules, now to be adopted, up to the close of 
the session; and it appeared to him, that even 
some five or six days might be much more usefully 
employed in the discussion of the subject, than the 
spending of as many weeks in the election of offi- 
cers. Very few remarks were necessary from him. 
The first amendment was a correct one. It was co- 


I know it is not debatable, 


incided in by every one; — on all hands. | 


The Speaker, occupying the Chair, ought not to be 
divested of the privilege of voting. He had the same 
right to vote as any representative on the floor. 
The House had no power to deprive him of that 
vote. The Speaker also had a right to express his 
opinions; and why there should be an attempt to 
bring the coercive power of the se into opera- 
; tion, to restrict him in the exercise of that right, 
more than to restriet any othér member? If these 
principles are admitted to be correct, whence the 
necessity of any rule on the subject? He was 
willing to leave it to the discretion of the Speaker, 


a 


S.—TERMS ¢3. 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand | 


The SPEAKER. When the point was submit- | 


|| last session of Congress, would stand—subject to | 
such améndments as might be adopted, either as 
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| 
|| as it was left to the discretion of every other mem- 
|| ber, to vote or not, aa he thought best. He did 
|| not believe thateany Speaker would find any diffi- 
culty in giving his vote on any subject, and in pre- 
senting his reasons for oak vote. He did not 
know that the Speaker might regard it as neces#&ry 
for him to show the grounds on which he gave hia 
| vote on any question which might be presented 
| here. Speeches were not intended for the enlight- 
enment of the man himself, but for those to whom 
| they were addressed, or to the constituents of those 
|| who made them. 
‘| The Speaker, however, might be called on to 
| vote upon almost any question which was to be 
| decided; and when parties were so equally divided 
| as they are in the present Congress, the present 
| Speaker might be tranecnite placed in that situa- 
|| tion. In that case he did not believe that the pres- 
ent Speaker would ever desire to evade the respon- 
sibility. He did not believe that any gentleman 
who might occupy the chair would object to have 
the resolutions put to him which had been referred 
to by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

As to matters of an unimportant character, he 
did not think that any Speaker ought to make it @ 
practice to déscend from the chair and make a 
speech to the House. Butin cases of importance, 
the propriety of such a course would not be dis- 
puted by anyone. We ought to leave the Speaker 
the same freedom, and impose the same duties on 
him, as we leave to and impose on every repre- 
sentative here, whether in the chair or on the floor. 
On many important topics, there were but few who 
|| had the opportunity of expressing their views, and 
who were frequently forced to give their votes 
without explaining the reasons on which they were 
given. The best course, in his opinion, would be 
to adopt the amegdment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, and strike out the twelfth rule altogether. 
If such a motion was not made, he was now ready 
to make it: 

Mr. TUCK agreed with gentlemen who con- 
sidered the adoption of these rules of some import- 
ance. He did not rise, however, to prolong the 
debate, but to make an effort to — it to a ter- 
mination. He would only say a word to explain 
what the dissatisfaction was which existed, and 
why. It was not because gentlemen on his side 
felt any unwillingness to listen to the discussion, 
but because a majority of the House had already 
made up their minds, and were ready now to give 
their votes. And if this debate were protracted 
for four or five days, not a vote would be changed 
by the delay. He would have been glad to vote 
for the amendment of the gentleman from Masea- 
chusetts, if that gentleman had not withdrawnfit. 
He thought it useless to protract the debate, and 
would close his remarks here, and not subject 
himself to the imputation that he was participating 
in a protraction of adebate on the rules, while 
they were neglecting the weightier matters of the 
law. He trusted that these questions might be de- 
cided without unnecessary waste of time. 

The question wos then taken, and the amend- 
ment reported by the committee agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, now moved 
that the rule, as it had Leen amended, be stricken 
|| Out. ‘ 
| ‘The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative without a division. : 

So the rule, as amended, was retained. 

MODE OF VOTING. 
Mr. SCHENCK moved toamend the Ith rule, 
|| which is in the following words: 


‘ In all eases of election by the House of its officers, the 
vote shall be taken vied voce ;— 


By striking out the words “ vivd voce”’ and in- 
serting **b Hot.’ 

(To thie. rule the committee had not reported 

ndment. 

a SCHENCK said he would set a good ex- 
ample, by not saying one word about the amend- 
ment. ; 

A Memser; (in his seat.) You have already 
| violated your own rule. os pres 

‘The qnewien qeetnen ken, and the amendment w 
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ADMISSION. 


ported by the committee to the 17th rule, 
that which regulates admission within the Hall. 
The amendment was merely verbal. 

The next amendment, to the same rule, was 
read. It extends the privilege of admission to the 
members of the Legislatures, for the time being, 
of the States and Territories. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


was agreed to. . 
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to amend 
the rule,ts amended, by striking out the words 
* the Commissioners of the Navy Board.” 
Mr. BAYLY. There is no Navy Board. 


The question was taken, and the amendment, | 


by ayes 70, noes not pret, was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved further 
to amend the rule by striking out the words 
‘* Treasurer, Comptroliers, Registers, and Audit- 
ors.”’ 


was rejected. 


end of the said seventeenth rule: 

** And no person, not known to the Doorkeeper to be en- 
titled to the oe of the floor, shall enter the Hall, un- 
lees the Doorkeeper shall be informed by a Member that the 
individual is entited to admission ander this rale.’’ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, expressed 
the hope that the amendment would be voted 
down. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, hoped it would 
not be voted down. 
regulating this matter at all, that rule should be 
enforced. 


‘The Crer«x then read the next amendment, re- | 
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| doorkeeper; yes, a negro doorkeeper, until it is | 


1 


If the House had any rule |, 


tt 


Mr. ROOT moved to amend the amendment by | 


adding after the word “ rule,”’ the words ‘‘ and in | 


what capacity.” j 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
proposed by the committee, it was taken and (as 
the reporter understood) decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agregd to. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, moved to 


amend further by adding the words “and such per- | 
sons as the Speaker or a Member may introduce.” 


Mr. BUTLER said he desired as many persons 
to come in as the House would accommodate. 
He believed that they might as well legislate with 
closed doors as in the manner they now legislated. 
He would rather have no restriction, except as to 


| here, placed on a footing with the rabble of Wash- 


the bar. He would have every place filled. 

After a brief conversation, i. THOMPSON, 
of Pennsylvania, asked the yeas and nays on the || 
amendment. 





ington city. This, sir, is a Hall for businesg, for 
the business of the people; and is it not monstrous, 
to pretend, that as public servants, we cannot ap- 
propriate a hall for the transaction of business, 
and exclude from it a crowd, who perplex and ob- 
struct our business? My constituents cannot come 
here. There is not one of them in the city. What 
will your rule be worth to them? What will it be 


| worth to them, to have their representatives mixed 


up with the population of Washington? Who do 
the people of this city represent, that they should 


| have the privilege of this floor? Whom do they 
| come here to serve? 


Sir, there is not a mechanic on the streets, who 
has not the privilege of a workshop, and the right 


to be unmolested in his private vocation; and yet, 
_in the great business of the country, gentlemen 
_ would deny to this body an equal privilege. Even 
| a petty jury, with its little questions of debt, or 


damages, is entitled by law to have a room to 


The question was taken and the amendment | itself. No reasonable man ever thinks of trans- 
| acting any kind of business, however unimportant, 


The next question was on the following amend- || '" the midst of a crowd. 


ment which the committee: proposed to add to the | 


Suppose the people assembled at Washington, 


should claim the privilege, of entering the Presi- | 
|| dent’s business room, who would not regard it as 
| a monstrous pretension? Even we the representa- || 


tives of the people, when business requires us to 


see the President,—the business of our constitu- | 


ents, have to wait in the anti-chambér, and be 
entertained in the mean time, by a messenger, a 


the pleasure of the President, or Secretary of State, 


or some other subordinate of the President, to see | 
|| us; and en after waiting two hours, we 
urry to this hall, and wait on. 


are compelled to 
the President or Secretary, at a future time. And 
no one considers this a hardship. The President 


is engaged in the public service, and the interests of 


the people require, that he should not be molested 


in his business. Would the gentleman think of 


imposing upon the king branch of the government, 
or any of its subordinates, the degrading terms he 


| seeks to impose upon this House—to permit any 
| one member to assemble a rabble on this floor, 
| to the annoyance of all the rest? Sir, I despise 
| the proposition! It impresses my mind with what 


so many incidents, have heretofore demonstrated ; 
that everything is tending to the degradation, and 
debasement of the legislative branch of the Gov- 
ernment, and to bring it under humbler relations 
to the Executive than those which the British 
House of Commons bears to the King. 

Sir, rather than adopt this rule, I would exclude 


from this hall every individual, not engaged in the 
public business, which is here transacted. 


If you 
want reform, abolish those enormous galleries. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of tates ree he || This done, you would have debate and sensible 
e 


said, that the yeas would not be cal 1 who |) 
were acquainted with the state of things in the || 
House knew that most generally, whenever any 
subject of interest was before the House, the 
outside of the bar was entirely filled up. There | 
were large galleries for the accommodation of the || 
people. 1f the amendment was agreed to, the con- 
sequence would be that the House would all the 
time he legislating in a crowd. He felt satisfied 








i 


discussion, instead of orations and demagogue 
harangues, to excite and entertain spectafors. The 


Journal that is kept and the reporters, would in- 


form the people what ‘you are doing. 
Mr. McCLERNAND said he should vote for 


the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 


nia, and for the oy reasons which had been 
brought forward by the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] fap voting against it. 


that the sense of the House was against the || The gentleman had said that the most unscrupu- 


amendment. 








lous members of the House would fill the galleries 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, briefly || and the House itself, while others, mindful of pro- 


supported the amendment. He was opposed to || 
shutting themselves up, whether it was necessary || 
or not. If inconvenience should arise, the true | 
responsibility would rest upon those who intro- || 
duced persons here. 

Mr. WOODWARD said: I am utterly opposed, 
Mr. mea, to the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. DP he a Kadopt the 
rule suggested, and you will find that gentlemen | 
least scrupulous, least regardful of the comfort of | 
this bod a and of considerations of propriety, will 
fill the Hall with their favorites and friends, or, 
perhaps, not have sufficient self-respect to deny 
any who may apply to them; while members of 
the opposite character, who are capable of appre- 
ciating what is proper and becoming, will not be 
able to find room for a few of their most worthy | 
and esteemed friends. | 

Sir, we ait here not as the people, but as their || 
representatives, each representing some eighty | 
thousand; and is no compliment to those we rep- 
resent, nor anything to their benefit, but greatly to 
their disadvantage, t@ have their representatives |! 











priety, would -not introduce their friends. Now, 
under the existing rules, the very thing of which 
the gentleman complained was perpetrated. Now 
the amendment of the gentleman from Penfisylva- 
nia would relieve that class who were denominated 
unscrupulous, from the offence of introducing 
strangers into the galleries and upon the floor, 
while at the same time it would not aggravate the 
evils of which the gentleman complained. 
_ Again, the admission of strangers under this 
amendment would not obstruct the business of the 
House any more than their admission now did. 
The gentleman from South Carolina complained 
of the reluctance, even of the superciliousness of 
the President and the heads of the Departments in 
receiving those who called upon them. Yet he 
would have the House imitate the very same ex- 
ample. The gentleman would have the populace 
excluded from she gallery as well as from the 
floor of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennaylvania, (Mr. Me- 
Crernanp yielding for explanation,) briefly sus- 
tained the amendment of his colleague; but his re- 
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marks were entirely inaudible at the left of a 


Speak 


er. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interry 
remarks of Mr. Tuompson, with the dist of aa . 
that it was not competent for the gentleman = 
Illinois [Mr. McCuernayp] to yield the floor j 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to make a s h 
under semblance of an explanation. ea 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order 

After some conversation on the point of order 
Mr. THOMPSON proceeding with his remarks’ 

Mr. JONES rose and claimed the floor, and j, 
was awarded to him. 

He said he was-for the people, [a langh.] He 
should be rejoiced if the constituents of every gen. 
tleman here could be present and cognizant of 
every act and every motion that impelled him to 
action. Butas it was impossible, and as it was 
impossible for any considerable portion of the 
a who were interested in fair, legitimate 

onest legislation, to come into this Hall, they 
should, in order to deliberate and discharge the 
high duties incumbent upon them, keep out the 
harpies, the claim-agents who beset the Represent- 


| atives of the people at every entrance within the 


bar of this Hall. Here were galleries, large anj 
ample, not sufficient, however, to contain all the 
people of the United States. He would prefer to 


give the privilege to members of inviting every. 


ody they pleased upon this floor, or to repeal the 
rule, abolish the office of doorkeeper, and throw 
open their doors to the world. Pass this amend- 
ment, and it would be tantamount to that; for he, 
for one, under the privilege secured to him, if this 
amendment were adopted, would give a public in- 
vitation to “all the world, and the rest of man- 
kind.”” [Laughter.] 

Mr. ROOT said it appeared to him to be of some 
importance who were admitted within the Hall. 

r. STANTON, of Tennessee. If the gentle. 
man would allow a moment’s interruption, he 
would merely remark that this Hall contained no 
more room than was necessary for those who had 
to transact the business of legislation. If, indeed, 
we would consent to remove these desks, a great 
advantage would be gained in point of room. 

Mr. BUTLER modified his proposition so as to 
give a member a right to introduce any of his con- 
stituents. 

Mr. ROOT resumed. This proposition did not 
look so much to the benefit at large as to the inter- 
est of particular gentlemen, whose constituents 
were not very remote, and who could easily come 
here, while it benefited none of those gentlemen 
whose constituents were at a distance. There was 
not more room in the Hall than was necessary for 
the accommodation of members. If more were 
admitted it would cause great inconvenience. 
Members were now beset with constant applica- 
tions for invitations to the galleries, or for permis- 
sion just to come within the Hall for a few moments 
to look on. After a National Convention there 
was always a number of persons pressing on them; 
they overran the Hall; and when this was the case, 
gentlemen were not in the habit of paying m 
attention to the business of the country, but were 
practising the agreeable to their visitors. 

Mr. R. went on to portray the evils which the 
adoption of this amendment would ‘bring in its 
train, but, owing to the loud conversation, It was 
impossible for the reporter to catch more than de- 
tached words. The gentleman from Tennessee 
had regarded itas a sort of general invitation. 
But he hoped there was no intention to go to that 
length. As to all the talk about the dear people, 
admitting the people, he thought that water was 
too thin to run down hill. The people had sent 
us here to transact their business. They want us 
to attend to that business. If any of our constitu- 
ents happen to come on here, we can easily £*t 
them accommodated with places in the galleries, 
where they have a right to remain as long as they 
behave themselves like gentlemen. As to others, 
why there were always plenty of persons loungi"s 
about our lobbies, who were very desirous to 
serve their country in any-way which might be 
profitable to themselves; and there! were many 
others, who had, perhaps, claims on the Gover 
ment, of very long standing, and which had foun 
their way into a great variety of hands. But, ® 
to the people, the best way in which we could pro- 
mote their interest, was by coming to a vole °° 
the amendment. the 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, thought 
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rule sufficiently extensive. As it now stands, we 
might make arrangements which would accommo- 
date all. If we were to remove these desks, which 
enable gentlemen to read their newspapers, and 
write their letters—and in saying this, he intended 
no disrespect to any—a great deal of additional 
room would be obtained. He would move an 
amendment to that effect. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment would 
not be in order. 

Mr. STANTON expressed a wish that the 
amendment should be read. 

The CHAIR. Theamendment is out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. The Chair rules my amend- 
ment out of order, but does not rule me out of 








er. . 

Fa CHAIR. The amendment is out of order 
while another amendment is pending. 

Mr. STANTON resumed. He concurred with 
the gentleman from South Carolina that members 
were unable to get access to the Heads of Depart- 
ments. If a gentleman went to any of the Heads 
of Departments, he had to wait a long time without 
being able to get admitted. He had himself felt 
the inconvenience of this during the present ses- 
sion. But it was not only the inconvenience of | 
not seeing the officer, but there was another incon- 
venience of which he complained, that of not hav- 
ing his letters on matters of business answered. 
He was not disposed to go so far in the way of re- 
taliation as to refuse to these Heads of Departments 
access to this Hall. But he did not see with what 
propriety we could adopt a resolution to admit all | 


without some change in the arrangements of the 
had introduced the 


under considération. 


Mr. TUCK said he concurred with the : 


Mr. TUCK rose and disclaimed any wish to 
limit the eloquent speeches of gentlemen. But he 
desired to call their attention to this fact, that the 
subject of the rules had been confided to the hands 
of an able committee, who had given to it a careful 
consideration. {t was clear to him that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
be rejected by a majority of nine to one, notwith- 
standing all the powerful arguments which had been 
urged to show that they ought to be adopted. He 
thought that proper attention and respect were not 
paid to the deliberations of the committee to whom 
the subject had been committed. All the sugges- 
tions which were now made had doubtless been | 
made to them. On his side of the House there 
was much anxiety among gentlemen to come to a 
vote. If there was to be the same consumption of 
time on every subject which would come up before 
the House, as there had been on this, but little 
business would be brought to a termination. He 
hoped gentlemen would consent to come toa speedy 
vote. So far as he could understand the general 
sentiment around him, it was a desire to take the 
vote. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said, that in 
offering the amendment he had been actuated by 
no desire to prolong the discussion. 

Mr. McMULLEN asked if the gentleman 
en Pennsylvania had not already spoken on the 
subject. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman was 
oceupying the floor by the courtesy of the gentle- | 
man from New Hpmpsbire. | 

Mr. BUTLER resumed. He had’been desirous 
to introduce one of his constituents. But Hfe found | 
that he could not get him in. The galleries were 
80 crowded that be could not find a place there for 











him; and he had not been able to obtain his ad- 
mission within the Hall. It was merely for the 
purpose of enabling himself, and such other gen- 


them for similar privileges, when they happened to 
come here, that he desired to have this Satine in 
the rules. For this object, and for no other, he 
amendment which was now 


man from South Carolina. He thought it would 
be impracticahle to adopt and carry out the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Such 
4 rule was formerly , and was in operation 
during one ro oe t the very next session 
't was rescinded by an almost unanimous vote. 
Mr. McMULLEN said en to see the 
course which had been pu this morning. 
He “pet to see this unprecedented 
after beta The gentleman from New Hamp- 
one who had twice in deprecation of any 
ebate on the proposition of the gentleman from 


: 


Pennsylvania,which, heassured the House, would 
be rejected by a vote of nine to one, had yet enter- 
tained us. with two speeches. He had hoped that 
a different course would have been pursued in re- 
lation to this report. The ane wae 9 of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania professed a great regard 
for the people, That gentleman had constituents 
near here, and could say to them, ‘‘ Come here, 
my dear people, and hear our discussions.’’ And 
the people of the great State of Pennsylvania would 
doubtless come. And suppose the people came 
from that State, and from Georgia, and from my 


State, what would be the consequence? The rep-- 


resentatives would be all turned out of their seats, 
and the business of the country would be entirely 
interrupted. And was this to be done? 

{A remark which was not audible to the report- 
er, called up Mr. McCiernanp, who said a word 
or two in explanation. ] 

Mr. McMULLEN resumed. The gentleman 
may be right or wrong. But I wish to tell him 
that I was misapprehended in some remarks which 
I made some days ago. He then went on to speak 
of his inexperience here, but stated that he was 
familiar with the practice in the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, which was not inferior to this House in dig- 
nity, and even in talent. If the people were to 
come here from Pennsylvania ink Virginia, we 
must expect to be subjected to great annoyance, 
and to serious inconvenience. He concluded with 
moving the previous question, which he after- 
wards withdrew. 

Mr. WOODWARD. In relation to the ques- 
tion who shall occupy the floor, what interests the 
people most, next to the privileges of their repre- 
sentatives to speak and vote here, is, the opportu: 
nity that may be afforded to reporters to note ac- 
curately what is said and done. Now, if you 
will inquire of those gentlemen (the reporters) 
they wil inform you that the conversations carried 
en outside of the bar, disable them to hear satis- 
factorily anything said in debate. 

Mr. STRONG rose to make a single remark. 
He desired to call the attention of the House to a 
single fact which, in his opinion, ought to be con- 
clusive. Those members who, for any length of 
time, had held seats on this floor, knew that the 
lobbies were at all times sufficiently filled with 
strangers. Yet the House had this day adopted 
a rule under which four thousand additional 
persons will be brought into this Hall. We had 
adopted a rule to admit all the members of the ex- 
isting State Legislatures. And these amounted to 
about four thousand persons, and most of them 
= who are in the Kabit of coming into 

ashington during the sittings of Congress. In 
his opinion, it would be most unwise still further 
to open the doors. He was, therefore, on these 
grounds, opposed to the proposition of his col- 
league. And although he was aware that the pre- 
vious question would bring the House to a direct 
vote on the amendments as they came from the 
committee, as the report had been for some days 
in the hands of gentlemen, and must be well un- 
derstood, he would now call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired what would be the 
effect of the previous question ? 

Mr. VINTON expressed his hope that thespre- 
vious question would be withdrawn, as he was de- 
sirous to make a very few remarks on the report 
generally. 

Mr. STRONG said that as he was desirous to 
accommodate gentlemen, he would withdraw the 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked if the 
previous question would bring the House to a sep- 
arate vote on each rule? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. STEPHENS hoped, then, that the call for 
the previous question would be sustained. 

r. STRONG said he had withdrawn the 
call. ; 
Mr. VINTON said if the report was now open 
to discussion, he desired to say a few words in ex- 
nation of the rt. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, raised the ques- 
tion of order, whether the seme a from Ohio 
had a right to diseues any other amendment than 
the one which was before the House. 

The CHAIR decided that he had. 

Mr. VINTON said he regerded what had been 
already done as calculated to have little effect on 
the business of the House. But he desired to call 
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of the committee, as réported, as foltows: 
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the attention of the House to the eighth amendment 





“ Add to the end of the 3ist rule the following: * And in 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, as well 
| as in Committee of the Whole House, no debate shail be in 


order, unless confined to the bill or question under the spe- 
cial cantideration of the cominittee.’ ”? 

It was not the design of this amendment to’ 
adopt a new rule, but to introduce a declaratory * 
provision which would have the effect of enforcing 


| the existing law of the House, and put an end +o 


an abuse of debate, which had been productive of 


;much mischief. An opinion within a few years 
| past had grown up in the House, that there was 


a wide difference in respect.to relevancy of debate 
between the House and a Committee of the Whole 
House. That in the former, the debate must be 
coniined to such topics as were relevant to, and 
had some connection with, the subject under con- 
sideration; while in the latter, the debate might 
depart altogether from the question, and go into 
topics having no sort of relation to it. This was 
agreat error,and had been productive of many 
evils. It is true that, when sitting in committee, 
the body is free from many of the rules which re- 


| strain or terminate debate in the House; but it is 


not true that either in the House, or in Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, or Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, debate is in order on 
topics which. have no relation to the subject or 
question under cgnsideration, For example, in 
the House, a member can speak but once to the 
question. This rule does not prevail in commit- 
tee. In the House, debate may be terminated by 
a motion for the previous question, or to lay the 
subject on the table; or it may be turned aside 
from the merits to some collateral question, as by 
a motion to postpone the subject to another day. 
In committee, none of these things can be done. 
But when the merits of the question are under 
consideration, it is in order to say anything upen 
it which would be in order in committee. In a 
word, the great end and design of going into com- 
mittee is to get a thorough discussion of the ques- 
tion without any interruption of the debate, or the 
interposition of motions which will turn the de- 
bate aside from the merits of the question. To 
wander away from the merits is, therefore, to sub- 
vert the great purpose of debate in committee. 
This abuse has grown to such an extent that, in 
committee, it is all but impossible for those who 
desire to discuss the question to get an opportu- 
nity todo it. This class of speakers are crowded 
off of the floor by those who are charged with 
harangues about subjects totally foreign to the 
question under consideration. In proof of this, 
we need not go any further back than the last Con- 
gress. The first important measure bronght before 
the last Congress was the sixteen milion loan 
bill. It was a great measure, involving many and 
great public considerations. Having the charge of 
the bill, in an opening speech I made a general 
exposé of the condition of Treasury, present and 
prospective, which rendered the loan necessary— 
the debate proceeded—there was a great struggle 
for the floor; but for ten or twelve days not a word 
was said about the bill.« Speech after speech was 
made upon topics totally foreign to the question, 
one speaker making his harangue upon one thing. 
and another upon something else, and all equally 
aside from the business in hand. This abuse of 
debate went on till an order of the House was ob- 
tained to stop the debate in committee at a fixed 
time, then near athand. After that some speeches 
were made about the bill. The same thing was 
repeated upon almost every appropriation bill in 
the last Co The old practice was far differ- 
ent from this. When I came into this osm 
twenty-six years ago, this would have been look 
upon as monstrous, and would not have been tol- 
erated. If gentlemen will go back to the debates 
in committee on the great questions then before 
Con , such as the internal improvement bill, 
the tariff bill of 1824, and other measures of great 
importance, which then deeply enlisted the feelings 
of the American people, they will find a succes- 
sion of able, thorough, and complete arguments 
of the questions, but no speeches ad 
about matters having nothing to do with the ques- 
tion. . 
Nor is there any danger 
under the rule, as formerly 
now proposed to be reista 
too narrow limits. 


of restricting debete 
ticed upon, and 
in practice, within 


Suppose, for example, a bill 










ii | 


were before the committee to improve the harbor 
of Cleveland on Lake Erie, it would be perfectly 


ernment to make the improvement; the great 
subject of the power of the Government over in- 


condition of the treasury, present and prospective, 
to bear the expense, would properly come under 


bility of this particular measure-would also be open 
for discussion; but on the question whether Cleve. 
land harbor should be improved, it clearly would 
not be in order to go into a debate about the slave 
trade or slayery in the District of Columbia, nor 
for a gentleman to make a speech to prove that 
Santa Fé is in the State of Texas. 

Now, sir, when the question of slavery or the 
slave trade in the District of Cqlumbia, or the ques- 
tion of the boundary of Texas comes up to be acted 
upon, | am ready and willing patiently and atten- 
tively to hear all that may be said on both sides; 
j but [ am not willing, while 1 am engaged in the 
a A consideration of another important measure, 40 
have those or any other wholly irrelevant questions 
dragged into the debate to distract the attention of 


. and produce mischievous agitation in the country. 
| There is no danger but that all questions in 
which the people of the United States feel an inter- 
¥ est will come up for consideration here. It is im- 
fay 2 possible to prevent it, if we would. Every gentle- 
man will have a proper occasion for the expression 
be! of his opinion on all questions, if we will but do 
one thing at a time, and devote ourselves to the 
matter in hand. [ have been an attentive observer 
of the progress of this abuse, and I am firmly per- 
i suaded that to this departure from the law of the 
r House, as well as from the rule of reason and com- 
mon sense in the transaction of business, we are 
chiefly indebted for the unhappy state of things 
now existing in the country. The people have 
been inflamed and alarmed by speeches made upon 
questions having nothing to do with the harangues 
of those who sought to produce agitation. The 


hod lps im Aa 


instrument for stump speeches and the most mis- 
chievous invectives. In this way sectional and 
local hatreds and prejudices have been, and will 
continue to be fomented, unless the abuse be cor- 
rected. 

This abuse was the chief cause of the increased 
and increasing length of the sessions of Congress. 
Members being permitted to choose their own 
topics to speak upon, without any regard to the 
hier question under debate, multitudes of speeches are 
' made, and topics brought before the House to an- 
: swer local purposes, and which, if the debate were 
confined within proper and reasonable limits, 


their proper place. We had therefore more speak- 
ing than formerly, and of a worse character, In 


this way, members who wish to speak to the | 


question, and explain. the reasons for their votes, 


neard; and then commences a series of personal 
explanations in the House, or perhaps a debate 
on the subject on some other bill, when the ques- 
a tion has passed .by and been disposed of. 

pee Mr. DI: 

peas say in reply to his colleague. 

| stood the remarks of his colleague, they went di- 
Ht rectly to the existence of the Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union. 
: the latitude of debate in that committee—if you 
impose this limit to discussion—in what will con- 


Whole on the state of the Union and a Committee 
of the Whole? In the imagination of his colleague, 
if the subject comes once into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, that committee 
has divested itself of all power to restrain discus- 
sion; for he had said that there was no mode of 
i, restricting it. Had he forgotten that any member 
Lng of the committee could move that the committee 

: rise and report the bill? Was it not competent 
for any one to move that the committee rise and 
report progress, and then that the Héuse adjourn. 

Mr. VINTON explained, that if, when in com- 
mittee, a motion was made to rise and report the 







rising to speak tO the bill or to move: an 
ment; such motion did not stop debate. 
Mr. DISNEY asked his colleague if he meant to 





in order to question the right of the General Gov- | 
ternal improvements would be fully open; the | 


debate. The necessity, expediency, and practica- | 


the members, disturb the harmony of the body, | 


House by this abuse has been converted into an || 


i} would never be heard of; or, if heard of, only in t 
} are crowded out and forced to vote without being | 


SNEY said he had but a single word to | 
If he had under- | 


If you restrict | 


sist the difference between the Committee of the | 
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|| the matter? 

Mr. VINTON replied, that he did intend to 
| say so, in case any member wished to speak or 
|| move an amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON KING was of opinion that the 


| House, having perfect control of the committee, | 


| could at any time putan end to a debate. 

Mr. DISNEY said he was unfamiliar with the 
| usages of thistiouse. But he had very little re- 
| spect for any usage the effect of which was to di- 
| vest any body of its rights. 

(|. Mr. VIN 


appeared to be conflicting provisions. 

r. DISNEY insisted that the old rules were 
| consistent in their tendency to carrying out the old 
| Parliamentary law. There was the same law op- 
| erating in the House and in committee, but the 

usage under it was not so fettered down in com- 
|| mittee as it was in the House. The law was such, 
|| be the usage what it may. But his object was, 


| principally, to ask his colleague why, at this par- | 


| ticular juneture, he desired to try to fetter down 
debate? ‘He only asked for ipformation. 

Mr. VINTON replied that he only desired that 
| the rule should be put in such a shape as to check 


the prevailing abuse which allowed members to || 


| introduce every topic under the present system; 


this was allowed to be done, while other members || 


were compelled to sit, and hear in silence. 
' Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he un- 
| derstood the rules now under consideration were, 


if adopted, to become the rules of the House. He | 
| wished, therefore, to make a single remark. It is | 


ef rule that every member shall restrict himself in 
debate to the question before the Hovse. The 
same rule is applicable to the Committee of the 
Whole. If we go to adopt any more stringent 
rule, what would be its practical effect? e 


| should lose more time in attempting to confine, 


| members to the subject, by frequent calls to order, 
| or by motions to suspend the rules in order to per- 
| mit members to speak, than if the discussion went 
on under the restraint of the old rule.~ Itis only 


Heads of the Departments can be considered, and 
| brought into free and full discussion. Are gentle- 


'| Are they alarmed at the prospect of too rigid and 
sifting an examination ? . 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the gentleman allow me 

‘| to remind him that this amendment comes fron 
|| the Committee on the Rules, appointed by the 
| Chair, and that the chairman and a majority-of the 
| members of that committee are Democrats ? 
'| Mr. THOMPSON resumed. He was attend- 
ing to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio, 
‘| not to the report of the committee. No matter 
| who reported the amendment, he.asked what 
would be its effect? The gentleman from Ohio 
|| had said that it had been the practice to examine 
these matters closely in committee. 
|| wished this to continue to be the practice. He 
|| desired the adoption of no rule by which the pres- 
| ent mode of examining the subjects which ema- 
‘| nated from the Headsof Deparfnents should be 
relaxed. 

As the gentleman from Ohio was familiar with 
|| the subject, he would suggest to him that, in case 
|| any gentleman was placed in a false position by 
the course of the debate, ought he not to have an 
'| opportunity to reply? It has been said that this 
| may lead to a debate of an exciting character; and 
| it may be so. One member makes a remark which 
| calls fora reply; one word may lead to another, 
‘and thus the whole field of debate may be thrown 
‘| open. No rule that could be adopted would pre- 
|| vent this. ' 
| Mr. VINTON said this practice had grown out 

of the abuse of the rule. Feeney there was no 
|| such practice as an order of the House to terminate 
|| debate in committee. . 
} Mr. THOMPSON reflied by a reference to the 
|| course pursued in the twenty-sixth Congress, when 

the majority had sufficient power to grind down 
‘| the minority. He reminded the House that, ina 
|| case where the House remained thirty-six hours in 
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bill, any member could put aside the motion . | session, because the majority had determined to 


|| take the bill out of the Committee of the Whole on 
|| the state of the Union, the majority forced the mi- 
nority, who had determined to be heard, to aban- 


gay that in such a case it was not competent for don speaking. Mr. Barnard got up at one o’clock 


ON here referred to the different | 
|| rules of the House, to show in what points there | 


in Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union, that the acts of the Executive and of the | 


men afraid that these discussions will come up? | 


Now he |! 


Jan. 14, 


i a nena nce 
| the committee to rise and report, and thus end | 


in the morning to obtain the floor, wh 

side took the ground that he was out sean 

by raising questions of order, kept the weal 

from one until eight o’clock before he was Daseale 

| ted to proceed. He wished that the utmost Jai). 

| tude should be given todebate. He believed the . 
was no other important rule to be considered. 

Mr. ROOT said there was a propesition to in. 
troduce a new rule relative to the Committee on 
| the Contingent Fund. 
| Mr. THOMPSON. That isa very good rule 
| Gentlemen around him were pressing him to move 
an adjournment. He was perfectly willing to Zo 
through with the rules to-day, if it could be done 
But if not, he would move to postpone the further 
consideration of the report till Monday next. He 
| was willing to adopt the rules now; but believing 

this could not be done, he would move that the 
| farther consideration of the subject be postponed 
| until Monday next. 
| Mr. PRESTON KING sent to the table an 
Prapnerna:s to the 107th rule, providing, that if 
| the majority of arly committee shall refuse to re. 
| port within thirty days on any petition or memo- 
| rial submitted to them for consideration, it shal} 
| be in order for a minority of such committee to 
|| report to the House. 

Mr. INGE moved that the House do now ad- 

'| journ; which was negatived. 

| The question was then taken on Mr. Tuonp- 

| Son’s motion to postpone. 

| Mr. DUER rose to inquire of the Speaker, 

| whether, if the subject was pe until Mon- 
day, it would come up on that day in preferenec 

to other business? 

The SPEAKER said, that in the opinion of the | 
Chair, it would be the first business in order on 
| that day, unless, betweerf this time and that, some 
special order should be made. 

Mr. DUER. If it should not be postponed, and 
we should now adjourn, what becomes of the 
report? 

The SPEAKER. It would come up in the or- 
|| ders of the day; it is not in the nature of a special 
| order. 

Mr. DUER. So, then, we do not know when it 
will come up. 
|| The vote was then announced as ayes 97, noes 








So the further consideration of the subject was 
|| postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that it be made the spe- 
cial order for that day. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion would 
only be in order under a suspension of the rules. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the rules be sus- 
| pended, to enable him to submit the motion. 
Mr. KAUFMAN moved ‘that the House ad- , 

ourn. 
| F Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether, if the 
House should now adjourn, his motion to suspend 
the rules would come up to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER said, that a motion to suspeng 
the rules would not be in order to-morrow. _ 

Mr. SCHENCK was putting another inquiry, 
| when— 

Mr. INGE insisted on the motion to adjourn. 
* The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
that motion. ; 
Mr. VINTON rose to move a recohsideration 











of the vote by which the rules had been adopted. 
The SPEAKER said, the motion to adjourn 
took precedence. bei 
The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 89,@roes 83. 
So the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred = 

By Mr. POTTER: The memorial of Oscar White and 
others, citizens of Lucas epunty, Ohio, asking for an appro- 
priation to improve the navigation of the Maumee river. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The Y 
of J: J. Rupert and 98 others, citizens of Pennsylvania, for 
a modification of the tariff, and the introduction of specific 
duties in regard to certain articles. Referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means. 

’ Also, the memorial of Wm. Scott and 35 others, 
to the above. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Potter county, Pennsy!- 
vania, for a mail route from Pike Mills, Potter county, 
Westfield, Tioga county. Referred to the Committee 00 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

a petition from the inhabitants of the same county, 
Roulette, 


memorial 


similar 





Also, 


for a mail route from Potter county, to Ceres, 
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, 1834, to their commons, as confirmed by act of 1812, and re- 


— & railroad and establish a line of telegraph 









McKean county. Referred to the “Committee on the Post 
and Post 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of John Russell, of 

Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to grant 

him a pension for injuries received while in the service ‘Of 

the country, in 1812-13, in the war with Great Britain. Re- 

ferred to the Committee On Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of sundry citizens of She- 
poygan Falls, for the reduction of postage to two cents, and 
for the abolition of the franking privilege. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of the citizens 
of the city of Rochester, praying for the establishment of 
a semi-monthly mail from the city of New York to San 

cisco. 

‘The petition of Joel Cruttenden, for losses sustained and 
services performed as disbursing agent of the Cherokee 
Commissioners, under the treaty of 1835. 

The petition of Abraham Van Ingen, heir of Doct. Dirk 
Van Ingen, praying for the paymentof the depreciation upon 
Continental money. : ° 

The petition of David Bell, praying forthe payment of 
his share of a pension granted to Jesse Bell, deceased. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of John 
H. King, praying compensation for using an improved stock 
turning machine for rifles, at Harper’s Ferry, invented by 


m. 

7 By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Samuel Duffand twenty- 
five other citizens of the county of Clarion, Pennsylvania 
asking a change to be made in the present tariff laws, an 
an increase of duties on foreign importations. Referred to 
the Coinmittee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Mann, and twenty others, 
citizens of the county of Potter, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to repeal so much of the act of the 12th February, 
1793, as relates to the return of fugitive slaves. Referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Louis Guion, and 
sixty-two others, citizens of the township of Carondelet, 
and county of St. Louis, Missouri, praying Congress to pass 
an act confirming their survey, by the Surveyor General, in 


linquished by act of 1831. Referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 
On motion of Mr. PRESTON KING, . 
Resolved, That the petition and papers of Marcus Spald- 
ing be taken from the Clerk’s files and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


SENATE, 
Mownpary, January 14, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, covering a communication from 
the Secretary of State, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, call- 
ing for copies of all correspondence that has taken 
place with the minister of Spain in Washington, 
or the authorities of Cuba, or the American con- 
sul at Havana, concerning the abduction of Rey, 
elias Garcia, by the Spanish consul at that port; 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be 

rinted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate calling for a statement of the amount due 
the Seminole Indians in the service of the United 
States during the war with Florida; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER presented two memorials, very 
numerously signed by citizens of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, asking the establishment of additional 
mail facilities to California, or else thata law may 
be passed permitting private individuals to per- 
form the service which the Government of the 
United States had failed to secure to the public. 

In presenting the memorials, Mr. W. stated 
that so great was the number of vessels at Cali- 
fornia, on their return, or on their progress out, so 
great the amount of property involved, so great 
and so fast increasing the number of persons there, 
that the petitioners were of @pinion that Congress 
should authorize the Post Office Department to 
take immediate measures to forward the California 
mails by every good steamer which would take 
them out or bring them back at a fair price. 

he memorials were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. - 

Mr. WEBSTER also presented the memorial 
of John Trenchard, administrator of Samuel Page, 
and the memorial of Lemuel Knal, and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were referred to the select committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER also presented the memorial of 
P. P. B, and others, proposing to con- 


tom St. Louis, Missouri, to San Francisco, in 
California, and asking an act of i ion, a 
loan of United States stock, and the right of way 
through the public lands. 





Mr. W. stated that, while the subject of a com- 
munication by railroad from the western States, at 
the Mississippi? river, to San Francisco, had not 
attracted that attention in the western and south- 
ern States which it deserved, it had not been dis- 

ed, nor had its im 
ciated in the eastern and northern parts of the 
country. Several meetings had been held on that 
subject in the city of Boston, attended by a large 
number of respectable and enterprising persons, 
who had what they called a plan of railway across 
the country. This plan was attached to the me- 
morial.- He had in his hand also a short printed 
account of the proceedings of one of the meetings, 
and the subscriptions to the plan, which he had 
read carefully, and considered deserving the se- 
rious attention of Congress. 

The memorial and papers were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, apd a motion to print 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the 
widow of Henry Dashiel, deceased, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Mr. S. also presented the memorial of Isabella 
Cole, executrix of William Cole, asking indem- 
nity for injuries to a vessel and cargo, belonging 
to her late husband, by the authorities of the Pe- 
ruvian Governmert; whicb,with the papers on the 
file, was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Anna 
McLean, widow of an officer who died in service 
during the last war with Great Britain; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. C. also presented seven petitions of citizens 
of Philadelphia; a petition from citizens of Syra- 
cuse, New York; and a petition of citizens of 
Baltimore, asking that the spirit ration of the navy 
may be abolished; which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. C. also presented eight petitions from citi- 


and a petition of citizens of Baltimore, asking that 
corporal punishment may be abolished in the navy 
of the United States; which were referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


of Patterson, New Jersey, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
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Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Rlesner 
Williams, an Iroquois Indian, asking compensa- 
tion for important services to the United States, 


| rendered during the last war with Great Britain, 
|| and to be allowed a pension for a wound received 


rtance been unappre- | 


| 


} 


| 


| 


in battle; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. * ; 

_ Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, asking that the soldiers in 


|| the last war with Great Britain may be placed on 
| the same footing, as to pay and bounty land, as 
| the soldiers who served in the war with Mexico; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


| 








Mr. S. also presented a petition from citizens of 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, asking the 
enactment of a law for the benefit of the surviving 
officers and soldiers in the last war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on 


'| Pensions. 
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Mr. S. also presented a memorial of merchants 
and other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking the 
construction of ice harbors in the Delaware river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Hubert 
H. Booly, a wagon-master in the army, asking to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

‘Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Charles Findlay, asking to be allowed interest on 
certain drafts paid by the United States out of the 
fund created for the benefit of the Shawnee In- 


|| dians; which was referred to the Committee on 


Indian Affairs. . 
Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition of the 


|| late and present receivers of the land office in 
| Washington, Arkansas, asking to be allowed 
|| commissions on entries of military ‘bounty land 
| warrants; which was referred to the Committee 
i| on Public Lands. 

zens of Pennsylvania, six from citizens of Boston, || 


Mr. WALES presented the petition of Stephen 


|| Colwell, administrator of Wm. F. Smith, asking 
|| the payment of certain outstanding loan-office cer- 
'| tificates; which was referred to the Committee on 
|| Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of citizens 


Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of citi- 
zens of Clarke county, Alabama, asking for addi- 


|| tional mail facilities in that State; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Mr. M. also presented the memorihl of A. R. || Post Roads. 
Woolley, late an officer of the army, represen‘ing || 


that he had been unlawfully dismissed the service, 
and asking that he may be allowed his pay and 


Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of the 


|| legal representatives of J. and E. Gardner, asking 


indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 


emoluments from the date of his dismissal; which || which was referred to the select committee on the 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of the 
heirs and representatives of John Chalmers, and 
the sotabneleh 





| 


of Hugh Auchincloss, executor of |, 


Bart and Stewart, asking for indemnity for French || 
spoliations prior to 1800; which were referred to | ied 
| airs. 


the select committee. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Benjamin 
Wood, a revolutionary soldier, asking to be al- 
lowed a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. S. also submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions he directed 
to transmit to the Committee of the Senate on Revolutionary 


i 
| 
} 
| 
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Pensions the papers on file in his office, touching the appli- | 


eation of Benjamin Wood, a revolutionary soldier, for a 
pension. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of W. 
N. S. H. and H. Dorsett, the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Paul Bantalon and Joshua 
Barney, the memorial of the heirs-at-law of S. G. 
Kennard, and the memorial of the heirs of John 
Dumester, asking indemnity for French spoliations 


prior to 1800; which were ordered to be referred | 


to the select committee on the subject. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Waterloo, New York, asking a reduction 


of the postage, and the abolition of the franking || 


privilege; which was referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of A. 
“MM. Dade, widow of a deceased army officer, ask- 
ing a renewal of her pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. M. also presented the memorial of John L. 
Knox, asking indemnity for losses sustained by 
the burning of a government transport on the river 


Mississippi in 1848; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 





subject. 

Mr. JONES presented the petition of James M. 
Marsh, asking indemnity for depredations com- 
mitted on his property, while engaged in execu- 
ting public surveys, by a party of Sioux Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 


Ordered, That the memorial of C. Alexander and T. Bar- 
nard, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 


| mittee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the president and profes- 
sors of William and Mary College be taken from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, 

Ordered, That the — of the legal representatives of 
Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CLARKE, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Wm. Bowdon, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, - 

Ordered, That the memorial of Foxall A. Parker, on the 


| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Snodgrass, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 


Ordered, That the petition of Amaziah Goodwin, on the 


} files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
|| sions. 


Mr. HUNTER asked leave to withdraw from 


\| the files of the Senate the petition and papers of 
1 George Armstrong. 


Mr. PEARCE inquired as to the reasons for 


|| the motion. 
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Mr. HUNTER had nothing to say, except that 
he was requested to withdraw the papers by a 
member of the other House. 

The leave asked was granted. 


EXTENSION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Campse.., their Ulerk, an- 
nouncing that the President of the United States 
had announced to that House that he had approved 
and signed the bill extending the franking privilege 
to Mrs. Sarah Polk. / 


SLAVERY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated the business 
next in order to be the pending motion to print the 
resolutions relating to slavery, passed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Vermont, and present- 
ed by the Senator from that State, [Mr. Urnam.] 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the consideration 
of the motion be postponed for one hour; which 
was agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution, 
which was considergd by unanimous consent, and 
adopted: — 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
tishing mail routes between the places hereinafler named, to 
wit: From McGreggor’s landing to the Mississippi river, via 
Menona and Portville, to Louisville, in Fayette county ; 
from Bad’s Grove, in Delaware county, to Louisville; from 
McGreggor’s landing to Sodam and Poverty Point; from Cen- 
treville, in Appanoose county, to Garden Grove, in Delaware 
county, ard thence to intersect the route from Fort Des 
Moines to Council Bluffs; and also from Dubuque, Iowa, 
via Fair Play, Wisconsin, and New Diggings, to White Oak 
Springs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retroceding to 
the State of Maryland all that portion of said District which 
is not embraced in the corporate limits of the city of Wash- 
ington; and also into the expediency of so amending the 
charter of the said city of Washington as to authorize the 
Corporation thereof to exercise the powers of legislation 
usually exercised by the regulaly organized Territories of 
the United States, under their respective organic laws. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following pre- 
amble and resolution; which lie over, under the 
rule: 

Whereas the Congress of the United States, possessing 
only a delegated authority, have no power over the subject 
of negro slavery within the Jimits of the United States, 
either te prohibit or interfere with it-in the States, Territo- 
ries, or District, where, by municipal law, it now exists, or 
to establish it in. any State or Territory where it does not 
exist; but, as an assurance and guarantee to promote har- 
mony, quiet ns eye pr and remove sectional prejudice, 
which by possibility might impair or weaken love and de- 
rue to the Union, or in any part of the country, it is 

rere a 

Resolved, ‘That as people in Territories have the same in- 
herent right of self-government as the people in the States ; 
that if, in the exercise of such inherent rights, the people in 
the newly acquired Territories, by the annexation of Texas 
and the acquisition of California and New Mexico, south of 
the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude, 
extending to the Pacific Ocean, shall establish negro slavery 
or prohibit it, such establishment or prohibition of ne- 
gro slavery, in the formation of their State Governmenis, 
shall be deemed no objection to their admission as a State 
or States inta the Union, in accordance with the Constita- 
tion of the United States. 


Mr. H. moved that the resolution be printed; 
which waa agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH submitted the following resolution; 
which fies over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 
is, required to communicate to the Senate an abstract of all 
aceonnts filed against the United States, under the act of 
the 2d of June, 1848, entitled “ An act to refund money for 
expenses incurred in subsistence or transportation furnished 
for the use of volunteers during the present war, before be- 
ing mustered into the service of the United States ;” speci- 
tying in said abstract which have and which have not been 
paid; and in the former case, the person for, and to whom, 
and ee paid; andin both the date and amount of each 
aceount, 


Mr. 8S. also submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be required to 
commlbnicate to the Senate a copy of so much of the account 
of Prosper M. Wetmore, late navy agent at New York, as 
remains unadjusted, with all the items of debt and credit, so 
as to show the balance which appears to be due to the United 
States from said agent on the books of the Fourth Auditor, 
together with copies of all letters, and an abstract of all 
vouchers appertaining to said account. 


Mr. BORLAND sut-mitted the following reso- 
lution, which lies over : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire intethe ety of restoring to the revenue cutter 


service the o were dismissed from that service b 
the Becranay atten Tree, the 30th June, 1849, : 





eget eneerenneernonmenenapennnensnnas=n nnn enone verona neon ene ne 





Mr. JONES submitted the following resolutions, 
which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making provision 
for the payment of deputy surveyors of the public lands for 

perty destroyed or stolen 7 the Indians from said depu- 
ties whilst in the line of their duty as such deputies. 5 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to the 
Senate such information pértaining to this subject as may be 
on file in the War Department. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, submitted the following | 


resolution, which lies over-under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay to the Rev. Henry Slicer, for his services at this and the 
special session of Congress, the usual annual compensation 
paid to chaplains. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr.STEWART, from the Committee of Claims, 


to whom was referred the bill for the relief of | 


Charles Reeder, Walter R. Johnson, and the legal 
representtives of “Phomas P. Jones, reported the 
same without amendment, accompanie 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the memorial of John M. McIntosh, | 


reported a bill for his relief, accompanied by a re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, to which was referred the me- | 
morial of the Potomac Insurance Company of | 


Georgetown, reported a bill to renew and continue 
in force the charter of the Potomac Insurance 
Company of Georgetown. 


ROUTE TO SANTA FE. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the motion to print a 
report of the Secretary of War, accompanied by a 
report and map of the route from Fort Smith to 
Santa Fé, reported the following order; which 
was agreed to: 

Ordered, That the report be printed ; that 2,000 additional 
eopies be printed for the use of the Senate, and 500 for the 
use of the Topographical Bureau ; and that the maps be en- 
graved on the same scale as that in which they are presented 
in the report. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of 
the Panama Railroad Company, reported against 
printing the same; which report was concurred in. 

Mr. B. further, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred the motion to print certain 
documentsin relation tv bullion and specie imported 
into New York, reported in favor of printing the 
same, together with the memorial on the subject; 
which report was concurred in, 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred a petition of citizens 
of Michigan, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill, for the examination and settlement of claims 
for land at the Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Biddle, reported 
a bill to provide for the final settlement of the ac- 
counts of Jonathan Kearsley, late receiver of the 
public moneys at Detroit, and John Biddle, late 
register of the land office at that place, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be,printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, there’ was, I 
befieve, the other morning, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce certain statistical information in 
relation to the amount of bullion and specie im- 
ported into the city of New York. Inasmuch as 
this is purely a question of finance, I ask that the 
Committee on Commerce be discharged, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Finance. There 
are various documents relating to the amount of 
bullion and specie imported into New York during 
the last year. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REMOVAL OF THE CHIPPEWAS. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the resolutions of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of the Denbeny of Minnesota, 
relating to the removal of the Chippewa Indians 
from lands within the Territory to which the In- 
dian title has-been extinguished. 

Mr. DOUGLAS suggested that the resolutions 
in question be transmitted to the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. ATCHISON... Mr. President, I have no 
objection to an order of that kind. I wish that 
this matter may be brought to the attention of the 


by a re- | 
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President of the Ufiited States. If he deen. ; 
right and proper, he can give an order ao 


man KING. It ia presu 

r. . It is mable that th 
dent of the United States has complied a 
requisitions of his duty upon this subject. Ir 
the duty of the vernment, in its Intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, to ascertain whether their 
treaty stipulations have. been complied with: and 
if not, to force theireompliance. ft has not'been cus- 
tomary heretofore for us to interfere in the matter 
1 do not know that it has ever been done. [¢ the 
object is to inquire of the President whether he 
has complied with his duty in the matter, I shoul 
be opposed to it. We must take it for granted 
that he has. If it be simply to inquire what the 
result of his action has been, I have no objection 
to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Alabama ask a division upon the question ’ 

Mr. KING. I simply made a suggestion. |; 
was not my intention to do more than that. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Legislature of Minne- 
sota directed the Governor to send a copy of the 
resolutions to the Vice President of the United 
States, and to their Delegate in the House of Rep. 
resentatives. There was no order transmitting a 
copy of the resolutions to the President of the 
United States. [t at least deserves the attention 
of the President, and | can see no objection to the 


order. 

Mr. KING. - I make no objection. 

The committee was accordingly discharged from 
the further consideration of the resolutions, whieh 
were ordered to be transmitted to the President of 
the United States. 


PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. PEARCE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Tuomas G. Pratt, elected a Senator by the 
General Assembly of the State of Maryland, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of 
the Hon. Reverdy Johnson; which were read, and 
the oath prescribed by law was administered to 
Mr. Pratt, and he took his seat in the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. SEWARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Conrad W. Faber, Leopold Bierwith, and The- 
odore Victor; which, by unanimous consent, was 
read a first and second time, by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. KING, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill granting to the 
State of Alabama the right of way, and a donation 
of public lands, for the purpose of making a rail- 
road from Selma to the Toinéains river. : 


INVALID PENSIONS. 

Mr. CLARKE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to authorize 
the payment of invalid pensions, inecertain cases; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
William Darby; which was read a first and second 
time, by unanimous consent. 

Mr. D. stated that this bill was not of sucha 
nature as properly to appertain to any of the stand- 
ing committees of the Senate. At the last session 
it had been referred to a select committee, in whose 
report all the facts of the case were embraced. 
Not deeming it neceSsary to refer it again, he 
would ask that it be considered by the Senate, 
without reference, upon some suitable day, and 
would therefore move that Monday next, at one 
o’clock, be assigned for its consideration; which 
motion was agreed to, and the bill was made the 
special order for Monday next. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of Joseph P. Williams; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
Mr. CLEMENS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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ee GRANTS OF LAND. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
sptained leave to introduce bills with the following 
ti pill to grant to the State of Florida the lands 
the surveys of which are reported as impracticable. 

A bill to equalize the grant of lands to the sev- 
eral States. 

The bills were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BADGER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
notaries public to take and certify oaths and affirm- 
ations, and acknowledgments in certain cases. * 


NEW COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to make Little Rock, in Arkansas, 
aport of entry. | 








RAILROAD——-MONTGOMERY TO PENSACOLA. 


Mr. MORTON gave notice that he would, at 
some future day, ask leave to introduce a bill 
making an appropriation of the alternate sections 
of the public land along the route of a railroad 
leading from Montgomery, Alabama, to Pensa- 
cola, to assist in the construction of said road. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. PEARCE. There seems to be no business 
now pressing upon the Senate, and there is a 
measues of great importance to the country, to | 
the commerce and the revenue of the country, 








which demands the immediate action of Congress. || bill. 


| suspension of the act shall only be for the present 
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lection of the customs eee 000 a aio "000 
storage, cartage, &c., $1,569,000, addi 

to the limitation which the Secretary had proposed 
to limit himself to, in the execution of the duties 
of his office. 

Now, sir, I believe that that limit is not enough. 
T am willing that it should be extended to some 
amount. Iam desirous that it should be extended. 
I will go for extending it until a specific appro- 
priation can be made. But I may not be willing 
to open the whole matter again, and let the treag- 
ury drain off, until the stream forms crevasses that 
cannot very readily be closed again. I will not 
follow this question through now. I will give my 
views upon it when the question shall come up for 
consideration; but I repeat that it is due to this 
Government to know whether they have to cur- 
tail in the very rigorous -manner which the Secre- 
tary proposes in his circular. The decision should 
be prompt, certain, and unequivocal; and I shall 
give my vote to take up the subject to-day, and 
finish it, if possible, to-morrow. 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to proceed to the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion suspending for.a limited time the act limiting 
the expenses of collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to the consideration of the joint 
resolution. 

The joint resolution having been read, the ques- 
tion was stated first upon an amendment reported 
from the Committee on Finance, providing that the 


fiscal year. 

Mr. HUNTER. Before the question is taken, 
I desire to offer a few remarks in relation to this 
I was one of those who agreed that this bill 


| mean the resolution submitted some time since || should be reported from the Finance Committee, 
by the honorable Senator from Vermont, [Mr. || urged as we were by the Secretary of the Treas- 
Pueirs,] suspending for-a short time the limita- || ury, who insisted upon the necessity of the im- 


tion upon the expense of collecting the revenue 
from customs, imposed by the act of March 3, 
1849. The Senate must be aware that, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar provisions of that law, the 
circumstances in which it was introduced, and the 
time when it was passed, the commerce of the 
country and the collection of the revenue are sub- 
ject to difficulties which make it the duty of this 
Government to give immediate attention to the 
subject. I move that it be now taken up, and I 
wish to show the necessity of doing it. The act 





mediate action of Congress. I was willing then 
to suspend the operation of the restrictions con- 
tained in the bill until we should have time to 
examine the question in detail, and fix upon 
what we believed to be the necessary amount 
for the expenses of collecting the revenue. But 
the action upon this bill has been so long de- 
ferred that I have had an opportunity to examine 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and to come to a more definite opinion upon the 
subject. The result of my examination has been 


to which that™resolution relates went into opera- || to convince me that the bill ought to be more 


tion on the Ist of January last, and the restric- 
tions of that act limit the ex enditures of the 
Treasury Department in the collection of customs 





| guarded and limited than it now is. 


toa sum below the actual expense heretofore. If | 


the Secretary obeys the injunction of that act, and 
carries out the proviso, it will be necessary for him 
to remodel the whole system of collecting the 
revenue, 


Mr. DICKINSON. This is a joint resolution 


It seems that 
the expense of collécting the revenue has increased 
beyond all reasonable bounds, and that we ought 
to take immediate steps to curtail it for the present, 
and limit its future growth. I find upon reference 
to documents that in 182] the expense of collec- 
tion was between four and five per cent. upon the 
net revenue from customs, whilst the expense 
in the last fiscal year has been between seven 


introduced by the Senator from Vermont during || and eight per cent. upen the net proceeds from 


the holiday season, and reported by the Committee || customs. 


on Finance an the day on which I returned from 
the country. A few dayssince, it was moved that 
it be taken up. 
taken up. I have suggestgd several times the pro- 
priety of that course. TI agree fully with the hon- 
orable Senator from Maryland, that it is due to 
the Executive of the Government that they should 


} 
| 





The estimated revenue from cus- 
toms, according to the Secretary’s report for 
the next fiscal year, is $32,000,000, and the 


I was desirous that it should be || estimated expense for collection is $2,750,000, 


or between nine and ten per cent. upon the net 
proceeds from imports. We shall thus have a 
constant rapid increase of the proportion 
which the expenses of collection bear to the net 


know certainly what they have to do; that this || proceeds from customs, unless we do something to 


question should be taken up now and acted upon 
to-day, and completed to-morrow by this body, if 
possible. It will 

and, although I cannot agree with all the positions 
assumed by the gentleman on the other side of the 
Chamber, as to che way in which it should be done, 
itis due to the Government that the subject should 
be taken up and disposed of. I believe that this 
law was with much more deliberation than 


my friend from Maryland sup . It was recom- 
mended by the Secretary of the Treasury, as long 
ago as 1846, that a limitation should be im on 


the nee for collecting the revenue of $1,520,- 
000. That recommendation was substantially re- 
peated during the last Administration, in every 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, until last 
year, when the officers of the Government, being 
about to go out, did not recommend it then un 
called upon by the Committees of the House; and 
then it was recommended by the Secretary, with 
the addition of $40,000; and that, after the first of 
the present January, the limitation upon the col- | 





avert the present course of expenditure under that 
head. Upon looking over the items which con- 


not require a great deal of time; | stitute the sum of these expenditures, I find what 
4 


seems to me to have been great abuses, and many 
sources of expenditure which might be reason- 
ably curtailed. When I speak of abuses, I do not 
charge them upon the present or any other Secre-. 
tary of the Treasury.. They are the natural fruits 
of the system which we have pursued. The ex- 
penses of collecting the revenue have been so long 
paid without specific appropriation, and upon the 
mere order of the Secretary, that it is not surpris- 
ing if abuses should have crept in and accumula- 
| in the absence of the scrutiny and examination 
of the representatives of the people. It is enough 
for me to know that abuses exist and have existed. 
From that moment it becomes my duty to correct 
them, if I can; and this I shal! endeavor to do 
without criminating any one. I find many iteme 
upon which large reductions may obviously be 
made; and I shall specify these, as it is my pur- 
pose to vote for an amendment, which I learn is 


- 





to be offered, to limit the expenditure which the 
Secretary may make to acertain sum. The first 
source of extravagant expenditure which struck 
my eye was that for the revenue-cutter syetem. 
I hold in my hand a statement of the expense of 
the revenue-cutter system, furnished me by the 
Commissioner of Customs, from which it appears 
that the average expense for eleven and a half 
years, from 1838 to June 30, 1849, was $342,860." 

In the year 1845 the expense under this head 
alone was $546,126. Here, again, 1 must be per- 
mitted to say that I make these remarks in no 
spirit of invidious criticism towards the present 
Secre' of the Treasury. On the contrary, he 
has made laudable efforts to reform this abuse. 
He found, upon his accession to office, a full com- 
plement of officers for twenty-four cutters; he re- 
duced them to the number necessary for sixteen. 
He did well in this; I only wish he had gone fur- 
ther in his reforms. Upon consulting with one of 
long experience in these matters, and who is a far 
better judge of such a subject than I can pretend 
to be, I am informed that eight revenue cutters 
would probably suffice forall the just wants of the 
service. The estimate for each of those, if maved 
by sails and not by steam, would be, as I am in- 
formed, about $8,000 per annum. Of course this 
does not include repairs, but is estimated as requi- 
site for the expense of manning and sailing them 
fora year. Itis probable, however, that $120,000 
would cover the whole annual expense of eight sue 
cutters, and this subtracted from $363,584, the ex- 
pense for the last fiscal year, would give us a 
saving of about $240,000. 

The main question as to such a reduction in this 
branch of the service is as to the wants of the ser- 
vice. I have not a doubt but that the system might 
be properly reduced to this point, and perhaps even 
lower. For some of the purposes for which these 
cutters were designed, as I am informed, they 
have disappointed public expectation. The main 
object for their service, was supposed to be that of 
preventing smuggling; but the Commissioner of 
Customs informs me that he is yet to learn of the 
first case of smuggling which has been detected or 
prevented by revenue cutters. The only real use 
which he suggests, is that of putting a small armed 
force at the disposal of the collector, to enforce the 
revenue laws, and prevent vessels from sailing be- 
fore they have complied with those laws, I know 
that another use has been suggested for these cut- 
ters. It has been supposed that they ought to be 
used to relieve vessels which have been wrecked, 
and cruise with supplies of men and provisions, 
to relieve vessels in distress—for either or both. 
But if this be a legitimate subject of appropriation, 
then [ submit that the former complement for 
twenty-four cutters, was not sufficient. Weought 


* Expenses of Revenue Cutters. 
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Paid through Paid at the | Total. 

collectors. treasury. | 
For 1838....... | @2S7,150 65... eee $257,150 65 
Do 1839....... WOT 374, BA inc decccves } 297,474 34 
Do 1840....... tL) ae 221,010 92 
Do 1841....... 19G,B98 BT)... we ceeaes 199,832 21 
Do 1842....... DT IE TT oo cece 207,303 77 
From Jan. 1 to Ping 

June 30, 1843 i | 

six months... 94,2722 63)... cee eee ees 94,22 63 
For fiseal year 

ending June ! 

30, 1844...... 444,293 GY)... ccc ceeees 444,293 69 
Do 1845...... Ae 546,126 68 
Do 1846...... SOO,8TF 7B). oo. cecccess 500,813 78 
Do I847...... 509,017 68 ............ 509,017 68 
Do °1848...... 268,266 15) a 33,000 00 S1 266 15 
Do 1849...... 274,488 44) 6 89,095 57 363,564 G1 

$3,220,800 94, $122,005 57 | 93,949,206 51 
a February 1, 1848, Advanced to Tomlinson 

for engine for jron steamer at Pittsburg..... $27,060 
Advanced to Easby for hull of the cutter Law- 

POMEO bocce eth e tess ccccccteesccecccesence 6,000 

$33,000 





October 27,1848. Advanced to captain of 

revenue cutter Lawrence, before leaving for 

Californian ...... cose. rcescevcccesavesesece $12,000 00 
Paid to sundry persons on account of revenue 

Cutter LAWrence.......seessecesbeseenseees 
May, 1849. Paid expenses of revenue cutter 

Lawrence at Rio Janeiro... ..-..+00..0++- 3,096 90 
Paid sundry persons for building six revenue 


: &89,095 57 
Average for eleven and a half years, #342,850 74, 
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to fit out a fleet, and increase these expenses very || of the persons employed and expenses incurred in || duce me to desire in this bill some limitation which cor 
largely, in order to perform such service fally. || the collection of the revenue from customs in the || will define the sam beyond which the Secretary of col 
But is there any more reason why we should — several collection districts of the United States. || the Teeasury shall not be allowed to go. | shal) of 
maintain any system, at this expense, for such a || This, sir, was a provision introduced in commit- || sustain such an amendment in no captious spirit an 
purpose, than there would be in appropriating | tee upon my motion, and the facts developed by || from no wish to embarrass the Secretary in the 
money to furnish ships of commerce with money || this report are curious and startling enough. Sir, || administration of his department. On ihe cop. ii 
and provisions in the first instance? If we may | I invite public attention to it. The report is to be || trary, I believe 1 shall render him a service if | of 
expend money for this purpose, why not for any | found in the letter of the Secretary containing the || succeed. 1 shall smooth his path towards reform: tre 
and every other commercial facility? The only || estimates of appropriation. | find from this report || a reform, too, which would reflect credit upon av 
legitimate use for such vessels is, for the mainten- || that there are employed in the New York custom. || himself and the Administration to which he is q:. wi 
ance of the revenue |aws—a purpose which may || house 705 persons, besides 18 bargemen—barge- || tached. If a fixed sum is proposed by law, as q ma 
be accomplished, so far as they can aid the object, || men, by the way, who get $600 per annum, whilst | limit to his expenditure in this branch of the ger. siv 
with an expenditure probably less than that of this || seamen engaged at the same port in the cutter ser- 1 vice, he may make the proper reductions withoy, ily 
service, in the last fiscal year, by about $240,000. || vice receive but $192 by the year. This number | embarrassment. He has a ready answer to all re. tio 
Mr. Walker, in his estimates, submitted on this | is exclusive of the revenue-cutter service. At || monstrances against the necessary reductions, He fac 
subject two years ago, supposed that we might | New York we thus have 725, at Boston 233, at || may point to the law, and justly throw the respon. su 
readily save $200,000 under this head of expendi- || Philadelphia 165, at Baltimore 92, at New Orleans || sibility upon Congress. If, on the contrary, we th 
ture. As to the precise amount, I speak from || 207—making at these five ports 1,420 persons em- || suspend the restraining clause, and leave the sum sa 
niemory, not having the report before me. But I || ployed, exclusively of those engaged in the reve- || to be expended indefinite, it will be almost impos. “i 


will here take occasion to inform the Senator from || nue-cutter service. 


sible for him to make any reductions in the person. th 





Maryland that this bill was not framed by guess, | 


but upon a report and estimates furnished by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. [ think it probable, 
Mr. President, that if these vessels were not em- 
ployed, beyond the necessity which exists for 


estimate made either by the former Secretary of 
the Treasury or myself. But this is not the only 
item of expense upon which a large reduction 
might be made. The Secretary of the Treasury 


Now, sir, I had the curiosity to compare these 


| numbers with those engaged here in the depart- 
| ments, 


|| piled by our excellent clerk, Mr. Hickey, from the 


Accordingly I procured a statement, com- 


Blue Book, and giving the number of officers, clerks, 
and messengers in the several executive offices of 
the Government of the United States at Washington, 
on the 30th September, 1849. The entire number, 


counting heads of departments, comptrollers, audit- | 


ors, clerks, and messengers, amounts to 649— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
|| luetance to parting with patronage and power, 
| 
| 


nel of the service. He will be besieged by the 
office-holders and their friends. Influences, pe; 
sonal, social, and political, will be brought to bear, 
if possible, upon him. Add to this the natural re. 


which is to be found in almost every human hear, 
and you state a case in which reform becomes al.» 
most impossible. I know that inconveniences wi! 
always be found in every attempt to reform such 
abusesas exist in this branch of the public service. 


them, the service ought to be reduced below the | 
| 
j 


estimates the expenses of the warehousing system || many less than the number of ‘ employees”’ at || 
geyond its receipts at $194,634. This arises en- || New York alone, and not half the number at the |, 
tirely from the mistaken policy of embarking the || five ports to which I have just referred. And yet, 
Government in the business of etpring goods. || sir, all the accounts of every description, embracing 
There are three classes of warehouses authorized 


But ‘‘where there is a will there will be a way.” 
| Let us create the necessity by law for reforming 
| present abuses, and it will not be venturing far to 
| predict that the work will be accomplished with 


a EA al eer 


by the existing treasury regulations: first, stores 


rented by the Government and superintended by || 


its own officers; secondly, licensed stores of pri- 
vate individuals, who make a business of storing 
eods; and, thirdly, the warehouse of the importer, 
icensed for the occasion, under certain regulations 
established by the department. The expenses in 
the two last are defrayed by the importer. The 
whole loss of the Government is upon warehouses 
of the first class. This part of the system ought 
to be abandoned, for a variety of reasons. In the 
first place, it is against principle and experience 
for a government to enter into competition with 
individuals in the business of storing goods. The 


British Government, with an experience upon thia | 
subject larger and longer than ours, has left the || 


business to private enterprise. Our own experi- 
ence teaches the same lesson. 

the merchants are reluctant to store in the public 
warehouse. The amounts stored there are 80 large 
that the insurance offices refuse to insure, and this, 


icate and often rapid vibrations in commerce, makes 
this branch of the system eminently unpopular. 
Nor are these the only objections to th 

thesystem. Goods are sometimes lost in the public 


waste more than the amount involved. 
rid of this part of the system. 


except in the city of New York. 
The leases there amount to about $110,000 per 


annum, and we had better submit to whatever | 
What this |) 
will be I know not. But the leases must have || 
been improvident, indeed, if the loss is more than || 


loss is to accrue upon them at once. 


15 per cent. At this rate we should save some- 


thing more than $170,000 of the $194,000 referred || 
to by the Secretary. Upon the two items alone of 


the revenue cutters arid the warehousing system 


we ought to save at least $400,000. This sub- | 


tracted from $2,200,000, the expenses of the last 


| is properly a matter of administration. 


| nel in this service. 
| with judicious reforms, the whole expenses of col- 


is branch of 


| the whole operations of receipt and disbursement || 


of the Government, have to be audited and settled 
here. 


collecting the revenue from customs? This, again, 
No law 
is required to effect it. Without doubt, an immense 
saving might be made by a reduction of the person- 
I believe, Mr. President, that, 


lecting the revenue might be met with the sum 
originally appropriated. But I am willing to vote 
for an amendment which I understand the chairman 


| of Finance will probably propose, allowing an ex- 


penditure at the rate of $200,000 more than that pro- 
posed by the act of March last. The Secretary 
would thus have a sum at his disposal of between 


|| seventeen and eighteen hundred thousand dollars. 
'| I would vote for this increase, because I would ex- 
In your own city of New York, Mr. President, || tend the limitation far enough to enable the Secre- 


|, tary to operate without embarrassment and diffi- 


culty. I think there can be no doubt but that he 


: | would have quite enough if this limitation law 
together with the fact of the incapacity of govern- || 


ment machinery toadapt itself to the sometimes del- || 


were imposed. If he could save $400,000 upon 
the two items to which I have referred, that sum 
alone, deducted from the expenditure of $2,200,000 
for the last fiscal year, would leave only $1,800,000. 
Deduct from this again what might be saved by 


es || the other reductions to which I have referred, and 
warehouses. No provision exists for compensating | 


such losses. But, without doubt, compensation || 
will be demanded. Our private calendar will be || 
encumbered with such cases, and in legislating or Hi 
attempting to legislate for them, we shall probably || 
Let us get || 
I have it from high || 
authority that we could probably sell out the leases || 
which we have taken without loss in all cases, | 


there can be little doubt of his ability to meet all 
reasonable expenses in collecting the revenne with 
$1,750,000. I know that the Secretary of the 
Treasury has estimated for $200,000 additional 
expense in the revenue service in California. There 
is also a small item for other new collection dis- 
tricts But it is to be remembered that even if 
$200,000 were a proper and moderate estimate for 
collecting the revenue in that district, still the whole 


| of it is not an additional charge upon the expense 


for the last fiscal year. A part of that $2,200,000 
was expended in this very service. The expense 
of repairing and fitting out the revenue cutter Law- 
rence, during the last fiscal year, is to be charged 
to the California district. She was fitted out and 
sent to that distrtct during that year. I suppose, 
too, that the custom-house officers appointed for 
California also received something during the year 
ending June 30, 1849. But, sir, be this as it may, 
there ought to be an offset to these expenses in 
new districts, in what is saved by abolishing old 





far less inconvenience than is now supposed. Sir, 


| we are commencing a new and, as all confess, a 
Will any man pretend that a large reduc- 
| tion might not be made in the numbers engaged in 


salutary system. Let us, then, exert ourselves, 


|| not to create difficulties, but to remove the ob. 


| stacles from its proper execution. ; 
| Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from Virginia has 
| remarked upon this question as if he supposed me 
| to be opposed to salutary reforms in this depart- 
ment, and as though that were the drift of the re- 
| marks which I made. Now, sir, this is not at all 
| the case. I believe with the Senator that the ex- 
| penses of collecting the revenue have been greatly 
| increased, and I incline to think most unnecessa- 
| rily increased, during the last twenty years; and 
| though I marvel that the discovery was not sooner 
made, and the proper corrective applied during all 
| that time, I rejoice at the awakened vigilance which 
| has just detected this enormous expenditure of 
| public money. 
| ‘The Senator from Virginia has the candor to ad- 
| mit that the present Secretary of the Treasury has 
| set us a good example in this matter by reducing 
| the expenditure for the revenue-cutter service. 
| Under a former Secretary, he says, this expense 
| has been as much, as a half million or thereabouts, 
| while the reductions made by the officer now at the 
head of the Treasury have brought it down to 
| $275,000—a reduction of almost fifty per cent. 

I believe that the expense of the warehousing 
system may be reduced, and perhaps altogether 
avoided, by dispensing with the system itself. 
| Although that is a question as to which much may 
| be said on both sides, 1 know that very judicious 


1 and sensible men have considered it of doubtful 
| 


expediency, and I thin? fair arguments may be 
| adduced to show that-neither the Government nor 
the importers should be charged with this burden. 
Upon the whole, sir, I do not know that there Is 
any great difference between the Senator from Vir- 
ginia and myself at present, unless it be that [ 
think that these expenditures, which have been 
permitted to grow up until they have reached the 
| enormous amount of which he complains, should 
be checked and reduced by legislative action, and 
| not by the discretion of the head of a department, 
lopping off, as he is compelled to do, here one 
| branch and there another of the public service. 
| think it the bounden duty of Congress to carry out 
the law which they passed on the 3d of March, 
| 1849, and make specific appropriations for all allow- 
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fiscal year, would leave $1,800, These reduc- || districts that are useless. If any Senator will take || ances for collection of the revenue, in the same 
tions might be made by treasury regulation, There || the trouble to deduct from the annual expenses of || manner in which it determines what shall be the 
is no law, of which I am aware, to prevent it, and || collecting the revenue from 1840 to 1845 the amount expenditures of other branches of the public ser 





\ 

hae the manner and measure of reduction are especiall | spent in the revenue cutter service, (more than || vice; and the wonder is that this was not done long 
tg matters for treasury regulation. But, Mr. Presi- || $110,000 per annum,) he will find the average an- || ago. And now, sir, the sole result of refusing 
i Gent, nual expenditure thus computed to have been less |) suspend the operation of this proviso will be to 
pl Bes inquiry into the reforms proper to be made. I than the sum appropriated in the act of 3d March, |! transfer the duty of making those reforms which 
ere find immense “ personnel’’ in the revenue service || 1849. bor report Secretary of Treasury, Decem- || it is incumbent on the National islature to 
t to be reduced. | ber 3, 1845.) || make, after a careful investigation of all the facts 

These, Mr. President, are the reasons which in- || and their probable influence upon the facilities © 


dent, as yet we are only on the threshold of the 





i‘ which manifestly ou 





The act of March last requires an annual report 
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mmerce, and the faithful, prompt, and efficient 


in the complex operations of the customs-depart- 
collection of the revenue, to the arbitrary discretion | 


ment. 





of the Secretary; to make him, in fact, our agent | 
and attorney. i 

| am not opposed to an exact scenery I have | 
avowed my readiness to codperate in the passage | 
of any measure calculated to effect judicious re- 
trenchments, and I will prove the sincerity of that || 
avowal on every proper occasion. I care not in }} 
what branch of the public service the investigation | 
may be made; let us “hae every charge of exces- 
sive expenditure in all its minute details, not hast- 
ily and eagerly adopting every proposed reduc- | 
tion, but carefully and candidly investigating the | 
facts, and acting only with a full knowledge of the || 
subject. All this I think is properly the daty of || 





He has been obliged to issue a circular directing 


the revenue cutters to be laid up and their crews |. 


to be discharged. This, while it relieves the 
Treasury of a charge amounting to $275,000, dis- 
nses altogether with a class of public service 
itherto supposed to be indispensable to prevent 


smuggling, and at a period of the year when ithas | 
been consedored to be of great value to our com- || 


mercial marine, to which it affords frequent assist- 
ance during the storms of winter. Besides, it has 
become necessary to direct that the expenses of 
the warehousing system, not hitherto paid by the 


receipts from storage, &c., shall no longer be a | 


charge upon the Treasury, but be paid by the im- 


the Committee on Finance, and by refusing to '| porters. This is another item of $194,000. So, 
suspend this proviso, we rid ourselves of the labor | too, the cost of weighing, gauging, marking, and 
which is our duty, and throw upon the Secretary || measuring goods, heretofore paid by Government, 
the business of legislation. |; and amounting to $260,000, must now be thrown 

[ have said that the expense of collecting the || on the owners, agents, or consignees. The ex- 
revenue on the present basis is about $2,200,000 || penses attending appraisement must now be de- 

rannum. It is true that the aad has esti- || frayed by the importera instead of the Govern- 
mated the future cost at $2,650,000. This is done || ment; this will relieve the Treasury of another 
by assuming the present scale of allowance, and || charge of $194,000. Besides this, the allowance 


expenditures at points where the business has in- || where, must be curtailed to the amount of 


creased. If this amount be too high, if we are to | 
correct the errors of those who have heretofore | 
managed this department, let us ascertain and de- | 
termine wherein the allowances now made are too || 
much, what parts of the system shall be lopped 
off, and what the precise scale of reduction shall \\ 
be. We can do this-by strict legislative and spe- i 
cific appropriations. | 
Now, sir, the act of 3d March, 1849, was intro- || 
duced the session before the last. It was fully ex- | 
cted that it would be passed during that session. || 
To suppose otherwise would-be to imply a re- || 
roach not at all respectful to the other side of the || 
nate—to suppose, in short, that it ‘was allowed || 
to linger on our calendar until it was ascertained } 
what Administration would be pinched by it. || 
That imputation I will not make. I suppose it || 
was intended that it should pass two sessions ago, | 
and in that event Congress would have had the 
whole of the last session to digest the new system | 
—to make the necessary inquiries on which to || 
base our action. But as Congress failed to pass || 
the bill until the last night of the last session, and | 
then as far as I recollect without discussion, cer- || 
tainly without the investigation which might other- |, 
wise have been had, it is surely nothing but fair || 
that an opportunity for this should now be afforded || 
by suspending the proviso until we shall have had |. 
the time which it was supposed the last Congress || 
might have applied to the subject. it 
hat information the Committee on Finance || 
might have had, I do not know. I take it for || 
granted oy | had no detailed plan of reduction, or || 
they would have incorporated it into the bill, and || 
not have left everything vague as it is, and alto- 
gether within the discretion of the Secretary. I do || 
not desire that any abuses or extravagances shall | 
be perpetuated, but that Congress may do its own 
work of retrenchment with a full knowledge of 
what they are about, and not break up the present || 
system by a blow at random. 
I have no objection to the amendment limiting || 
the suspension of the proviso to the end of the || 











fiscal year. The Secretary called the attention of || 
the Finance Committee to this subject at an early || 
period, but the delay in organizing the House of || 
Representatives and our tardiness here have com- 
pelled them at once to cut down the public service | 
in this department to a large, inconvenient, and 
embarrassing extent. The expense of collectin 
the revenue upon the present scale of service an 
expenditure has been about $2,200,000, and the 
limitation imposed by the proviso proposed to be 
suspended is $1,560,000—a reduction of nearly 
one-third, while additional expenditures are de- 
manded _by the new collection districts in Texas, 
California, and Oregon. This act was introduced 
into the House of Representatives early in 1848, 
that body at the first session of the last 
ngress, and slept in this Chamber till the last 
of the last session, when it became a law. The 
Proviso going into operation on the Ist of the 
Present month, and none of the detailed arra 
ments and specific appropriations contemplated 
by the act having n made, the 
'§ compelled to make great and important changes 


| tions of this proviso until they can give the sub- 


|| treasury for drayage, cartage, labor, and storage. 


| offered by the honorable Senator removes the ob- 


$167,000, and after all a per centage on the com- || 


pensation of all officers of the customs must be 
retained until the effect of these changes shall be 
ascertained. 


Every one must see that these are vast changes | 
in the established system of the Department, not |. 


proper to be made without full consideration, such 
as Congress has not devoted. to them, and that 
they demand the immediate attention of this body. 


| The act of March 3d, 1849, could not, I think, 


have been passed with due deliberation. Proper 
estimates were not furnished; a detailed system of 
reduction was not submitted; but it was intended 
that futurc ‘egislation should make specific that 
which circumstances have now thrown entirely 
into the discretion of the Secretary. 

Prior to this act only the net revenue from cus- 
toms was paid into the Treasury, all the allow- 
ances authorized by law for its collection being 


first deducted. But by this act the gross revenue |! 


is required to be paid into the Treasury, and spe- 
cific appropriations for the expenditures are to be 
made by Congress, and by way of compelling 
the Secretary to apply for these, and Congress to 
determine upon them, the Secretary is limited un- 
til such appropriations be made to an expenditure 
of $1,560,000 after the Ist January, 1850. 


Now, sir, I ask if, under these circumstances, it | 


is not the duty of Congress to suspend the opera- 


ject proper consideration, and if the refusal to do 
so may not bring embarrassment upon the com- 
merce and the collection of customs, for which we 
may have cause to be reproached hereafter? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, rose to address 
the Senate, but yielded to 

Mr. DICKI 
joint resolution, by substituting therefor the fol- 
lawing: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That until 
specific appropriations are made by law, the proviso tothe 
fourth section of the act of the 3d March, 1849, be suspend- 


penses of collecting the revenue from customs shall not 
exceed such sum per annuin as was expended for said pur- 
pose during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1848, to- 
gether with such sums in addition as may be paid into the 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The amendment 
jection which I felt to the resolution originally in- 
troduced, which was to suspend the operation of 
the policy of limiting and making specific the ap- 
propriation for the collection of the revenue. It 
is an anomaly in our Government, that the collec- 


tion of the revenue has héretofore been unchecked |, 


by any appropriation from Congress, while all 
other expenditures have been confined within a 
fixed limit. It is also most true that it has been 
impossible, from the reports and estimates, and 
statements of the Treasury Department, to ascer- 
tain what amount of money, paid originally by 
imposts into the custom-houses, has been detained 
by orders of the Secretary of the Treasury with- 
out any appropriation or any law therefor, and 
thus consumed in the payment of expenses. 

It is somewhat strange that this matter has con- 
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|| the treasurer. 


| 


ee 1849 the action upon this matter. 
adding what is proper for the expenses of the new || for California, Oregon, Texas, and other new dis- | 


collection districts upon that basis, and increased || tricts, and for estimated increase of business else- | 
t} 











tinued so long unrebuked and unchecked by any 
| administration; and it certainly inures greatly to 
| the credit of the last Secretary of the Treasury, 
_ that he was the first who ever asked Congress to 

take from him a portion of his powea; for that is, in 
| effect, what is done, wher money is withheld from 
By the Constitution of the United 
| States, no money can be drawn from the treasury 

of the United States, except by law; and yet from 
year to year, here was a large amount of money 
| annually drawn by the Secretary of the Treasury 
| from its natural channel, and appropriated by hira 

at his discretion. This was an evil which | con- 
| sidered to be remedied by the act of March last. 






| It was an evil which was not first suggested in 
| March, 1848, which my friend from Maryland 

(Mr. Pearce] seemed to suggest was only carried 
out in March, 1849, to bear upon the incoming 
Administration. It was suggested by him in his re- 
portat the commencement of his service, and was 
followed up year after year, until that year when 


| his services were about to close. Then, for the 
| first time, in the year 1848, he omitted it; he 


passed over the year 1848, and transferred to the 
This must 
apparent to that Senator, if he recollects the 
political complexion of the last Congress. 
el would prefer, Mr. President, instead of sus- 
pending the proviso at all, to increase the appro- 
priation—to increase the sum to whatever limits, 
by our estimate, may be found necessary to sup- 
| port the expense of the revenue. Ido not con- 
| sider that a case has yet been made out to show 
that any increase is necessary. 


|| Nor wasthe sum of $1,560,000 adopted —err 
- In 


| without a calculation, as is now intimate 

| 1846, a statement was called for of the total 
| amount expended in the collection of the revenue. 
| According to the report of the financial year, end- 
| ing in June, 1846, the sum total was near two 
| millions of dollars. The same year, Mr. Walker, 
| in two letters, to the Committee of Finance in the 
| Senate and to the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the House of Representatives, recommended 
| the adoption of just such alaw as this. In March, 
| 1846, in writing to the committee, he called upon 
| them to make this report. In May, 1846, he re- 
newed the same recommendation, to which he ap- 
| pended a section, that the amount to be disbursed 
| should not exceed, for the fiscal year ending June, 
_ 1847, or for any succeeding year, $1,520,000. In 
| his next report—his annual report —he set forth 
' the various reductions at $500,000, and upon that 


| estimate, and his statements of the expenditures 





SON, who moved to amend the |! 


| ed: Provided, nevertheless, That, in the mean time, the ex- |) 


of the previous year, this sum was based, 

Now, sir, this sum of $1,560,000 is not the 
whole sum appropriated to the collection of the 
revenue. There is to be added to it a further sum 
of $240,000 or $250,000, on account of the draw- 
back from storage, &c., making a total sum of over 
$1,800,000, which is directly appropriated. This 
sum is not equal to the two millions reported in 
this case. It is about the same originally reported 
as expended in 1846, because then there was no 
such drawback for storage, drayage, and labor, 
| which now amounts to two hundred and forty or 
| two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and which 
| is therefore to be deducted from the sum expended 
that year. This deduction will bring it down to 
_about that sum. 

Then, sir, I do not doubt that the retrenchments 
_ have been properly made. I do not expect that 
any Officer of the Government should dismiss his 
own employees, unless he is coerced to it by spe- 
cific appropriations. Ido not expect that where 
his predecessor had a certain number of clerks, 
| &c., he will carry his retrenchment into effect by 
| dismissing the employees of his own department. 
| It is not to be expected of any man; and I trust it 
| will not be expected of the present Secretary of the 
| Treasury that he should limit the expenses of the 
| collection of the revenue. 

The Senator from Maryland seems to suppose, 
| however, that a new charge, heretofore paid by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, is to be thrown 
upon the expenses of collecting the revenue, or 
upon the importers. Now, I think that is not the 
ease. Heretofore, as 1 understand, the Govern- 
ment has employed draymen, laborers, and clerks. 
For all the labor, the drayage, and storage, the 
| Government originally pays, and this is refunded 
| when the goods are taken out. Now, by the act 
| of March 3, 1849, Government will still pay out 
| the amount for labor, storage, and drayage, and 
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when the goods are taken from the warehouses, it 
will be repaid by the importer; buat this sum, thus 
paid, instead of going back to the general fund, 
goes to the specific fund. ‘This is all the differ- 
ence. Now it goes to the specific fund; formerly 
it went to the general fund. This [ understand to 
be the whole difference. 

As to the poliey of abolishing the warehousing 


= I should oppose it rather more than the | 
c 


ange in the collection of the revenue. I be- 


lieve, sir, that it equalizes the revenue of the coun- | 


try, through different years; that it increases the 
imports by giving additional facilities to import- 
ers, and reduces the expenses of imported arti- 
cles.’ This, surely must be the reason of the 


whole opposition which has heretofore come | 


against it; because it comes in aid of the importer, 
and beeanse it reduces the price of foreign goods. 
1, sir, am the advocate of free-trade—free-trade, 80 


far as it is consistent with a revenue tariff. Holding | 


that this warehousing system comes into that gen- 
eral policy, I believe it will equalize the amount 
collected in two different years, and equalize the 


number of employees necessary to be kept in the | 
Government. There will necessarily | 
be periods when there will be small importations, | 


service of the 


followed by periods when there will be great im- 
ports. 


Government, and cannot be dismissed. 


I find that the Secretary of the Treasury, in his | 
annual report of this year, states the amount of || 


the additional expenditure at $194,634 66 beyond 
the storage. 
to be attracted to that point. - If our public ware- 
houses are to cost so much beyond storage, it is 


time that we should allow private individuals to | 
keep storehavses. Itisa striking fact that this sum | 
should be drawn from the treasury of the United | 
States to support these storehouses, when private | 


individuals can afford to keep public storehouses 
at the same time and can make money out of it. 
Bat, sir, is this sum of $194,000 properly charge 
able to the warehouses? 
I contend that a distinction shoul4 tz made. 
There has always been a period when service 
was required of labor, drayage, &c., just as it is 


now, and the difference only between that for- | 


merly required and that now required is all that 
should have Been charged upon the warehouses. 
Let us see how far the warehouse system has been 
increased. 
6th of August, 1846, to the 6th of September, 1848, 
as I learn from executive document No. 57, adding 
the balance of the year at the same rate, will be 
about $104,908,288. In nearly the same time, (for 
the periods do not exactly coincide,) Mr. 
dith reports a total sum of $87,352,000. Now, 


the propable duties collected upon this—for the | 


lower price goods do not go into the warehouses— 


believe it has been estimated at more than 10 per 
cent., bat I take that as a very low rate. These 
storehouses increase the revenue, and the balance 


they, by facilitating the importations, increase the 
revenue to a much larger amount. 

I am willing to concede, Mr. President, that by 
the creation of new collection districts, and by the 
extension of our commerce, some additional ex- 
penditure must take place in the collection of the 
revenue. I am willing, therefore, I say, to sup- 
port the amendment of the Senator from New 
York, {Mr. Dickinson], and increase the sum; 


000. 


we shall know what sum is expended, and b 


itures, 

[I have no fears, Mr. President, that the turning 
out of a great namber of the employees in the 
custom-houses, the reduction of the revenue cut- 
tors, and the abandoning of many custom-houses, 
kept up merely for preventive purposes, will be 
likely to work any great evil. This is a people 








morally opposed to smugglers; and I knew’of no 
other country in the world which can make the 
same boast. 
smuggler, and that very little smuggling has oc- 
curred, o7 is likely to occur. 
enue cutters are concerned, as preventives of 
‘smuggling, | do not believe it to be necessary or 
useful to keep them up. All these, I think, are 
proper economical reductions of the expenses of 
the collection. 


should hail it as a great benefit. 
to see anything in their reduction, accomplished 
by legislative reform or otherwise, to rebuke the 
practite of those who abandon their private pur- 
suits to feed upon the Federal Government, I 
think that this tendency is inevitably to the greatest 
political corruption which we have to fear. 





very extensively made by the Secretary. 


Both of these extremes tend against tHe || part of his duty, as the head of the Treasury De- 


treasury, because, when the imports are great, ad- | 
ditional clerks are required; and when the imports | 
are small, the clerks are im the employ of the 


Now, sir, I think our attention ought | 


I contend that it *3 not. | 


Mere- | 








| less, foras 


|| although it has been justly remarked by the hon- 
will be the sum of $2,600,000, at 10 per cent. 1 || 


| tions. 
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I believe our people reprobate a 


So far as the rev- 


Nor, on the other hand, am I at all concerned 


| that the duties of the employees of the custom- 


houses are becoming too onerous, or that the re- 


duction of their salaries would render the offices 


less an object of pursuit. If such was to be the ef- 
fect, 1 should hail it most joyously. If it would re- 


duce that thirst for public office, which I considér 


now as a great and growing evil in the country, I 
I should be happy 


Nor, sir, do I object atall to these reforms being 
Itis a 


partment, that he should report all reforms which 


he deems to be practicable. He is but discharging | 
| his duty. We ought to make the specific appro- | 
|| priation ‘which shall drive the Secretary of the 
| Treasury into reforms he would be unwilling to 


make otherwise. We should do by him as we 


| do by every other officer, and hold him responsi- 
| ble; limiting the expenditures to a certain number | 
| of dollars. 


On these grounds, and actuated by no particular 
reference to the individual who may exercise the 
functions of this or any other office, I shall give 
my vote. So far as I am politically opposed to any 
Administration, I shall not upon such narrow 
measures attempt to thwart its officers. Iam will- 
ing to do for this Administration as much as though 
I politically coincided with them. I understand 
this to be the policy advocated by the last Admin- 


_ istration, and introduced by the Secretary of the 


Treasury of the last Administration, which comes 
down to us through the last Congress, where our 
political opponents held the majority in the House 
of Representatives, and the sante policy applied 
to every other department and every other.expend- 


? |; iture. 
The total of foreign exports from the || 


Mr. WEBSTER. It is evident, Mr. President, 
that there is a general disposition in the Senate, 


| probably in both houses of Congress, to revise and 
| curtail these expenditures. It was a subject a good 
| deal discussed at the last session of Congress. 


It is evidently a‘’complex, and in some respects 
a difficult subject. It is a subject calling, doubt- 
cific appropriation by law; because, 


orable Senator who has now resumed his seat, 


| [Mr. Davis, of Mississippi,] that it is the official 
| duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, from time 


' \ || to time, to report to Congress reforms that ought 
of $194,000 is not properly charged to them, since || y 


to take place, yet that duty of making the report 
has hitherto been pretty much the extent of his 
official authority. The object is to let Congress 


| have the light of his experience and knowledge, 
| and not that the Secretary of the Treasury should 


have the exercise of their legislative power. It is 
evident, [ think, that by the provisions of this 4th 
section of the law that was passed on the 3d of 


| March last, it was intended that Congress, at the 


ie a | commencement of this session, should have an op- 
though I desire it to be distinctly understood that || 


it is not to be added to the $1,560,000, but to the | 
$1,800,000. Unless the whole proviso is repealed, 
this will bean addition which will make it $2,000- || 
if the Committee on Finance believe that | 
sum to be necessary, | shall not object to it, or to | 
any other specific sum, within any moderate limit; || 
but I shall insist upon preserving the principle of 
making specific appropriation, by which means || 
; || had any opportunity to consider the subject at all. 
whieh means we may curtail unnecessary expend- || 


portunity to consider that proviso, and, instead 
of it, if it saw proper, to make specific appropria- 
Circumstances, with which we are all ac- 
quainted, caused a delay for the first four or five 
weeks of this session of Congress, and disabled 
the two houses from acting either upon this or 
upon any other subject, so that the time arrived 
for the execution of that power and trust confided 
in the Secretary of the Sreidery before Co 


Now, sir, considering that there may be a t 


|| variety of opinions in regard to the topics which 


are embraced in the Secretary’s circular—in regard 
to the expediency of maintaining the revenue 
cutter system in whole or in part—in regard to the 
expediency of maintaining the warehousing sys- 
tem in whole or in part—as I do not think that the 
proper information on these subjects can immedi- 








be continued until specific 
made by Congress, with the limitation 
whole ex 
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ately be had for the use of Congress, [ a 5 
nfuch inclined to think myself that it is enpelnd, 
to adopt the amendment proposed by the honora 
ble Senator from New York, [Mr. Diceiwson | 
which is, as | understand it, that the present sy. 
tem, or what has been the present system, abel 


appropriations are 


t 
nditure shall not exceed les 3 ke 


year 1848. I think, upon the whole, that it js 


a wise amendment, and I shall most cheerfyi! 
support it. ; 
r. DiCKINSON. I concur with the Senator 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wenssrer,] that we 
have not sufficient information now to discuss the 
proper estimate to be made. The letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, making these estimates 
is not yet upon our tables, That is not his fault, 
however. They were undoubtedly made out at 
the proper time, but are delayed, owing to the 
fault of Congress in its arrangements for the print. 
ing of such matter. But I have succeeded in ob. 
taming a copy from a member of the other House 
and I will state one or two facts contained in it 
The Secretary’s estimates for the collection of the 
revenue go beyond the amendment which I pro- 
pose. That amendment goes beyond what |, as 
at present advised, believe will be necessary when 
we come to make the appropriations. It is a mid- 
dle ground, between the estimates of the Secretary 
and the amount allowed by this present law, and 
the amount which I am satisfied will do when we 
come to make appropriations, It is not what the 
Secretary would desire, I am satisfied; but I be- 
lieve he can get along very well indeed with it. 
I may say, also, that I am satisfied that we cannot 
successfully prosecute a reform in these matters, 
exce ine © coercive legislation. Without such 
legislation, fon convinced that no man will be 
able to accomplish it in the executive departments 
of the government, 

The Secretary of the Rice has taken the es- 
timates of last year, and upon that basis has made 
out the estimates for the ensuing fiscal year. Itis 
true that there have been additional collection dis- 
tricts, and that some of these districts are expen- 
sive; and it is also true that this system, from the 
foundation of the Government, one Administration 
has inherited from another, and handed down to 
its successor. It is undoubtedly true that the rev- 
enue system cannot be curtailed so much at this 
season of the year, from the fact that our com- 
merce relies upon the assistance furnished by the 
cutters at this season of the year. I would not, 
therefore, ask for that reduction I shall ultimately 
wish. If it were June, instead of January, I would 
not move the amendment I have proposed. I am 
willing to give time to those interests which should 
take care of themselves, to make preparations to 
take care of themselves. But there are other op- 

ortunities for retrenchment. There is the “ dead- 

ead’? system—as it is so significantly called—in 
the Departments, where an immense saving might 
be made. Again, as my friend has already re- 
marked, if the warehousing system must cost us 
so much, then let us go at once for a free system; 
let competition regulate the matter, and let it cost 
us nothing. There will be a large saving in that. 
I am willing that the matter should pass over for 
the present. It has not been sufficiently examined 
by myself or by the Senate. I will say, however, 
that these reforms can be made, cutting down very 
largely the expenditure. In the mean time, I be- 
lieve the amendment I have proposed to be exceed- 
ingly liberal, and I am very much gratified that 
the Senator on.the other side, with so much expe- 
rience, favors it. . 

Mr. CALHOUN. One of the members of the 
Committée on Finance has furnished me with 4 
statement of the revenue from imports, and the 
cost of collection: for the years 1821 and 1849, 
which I hold in my hand, and which [ will state. 
The revenue of the former year amounted in round 
numbers to $15,115,000, and the expense of collec- 
tion to $693,000; that of the latter to $31,500,000, 
and the expefise of collection to $2,700,000. 

This statement, of itself, is sufficient to prove 


‘that there is ee ene The expense has 


increased more than per cent. during the in- 
terval between the two periods. 1 admit thata 
portion of this increase may be attributed to the 
increased number of ports of collection, and some 
other causes; but whatever increase may be attrib- 
uted to them in increasing the rate per centum of 
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ion is more than made up by che increased 
nt collected in 1849, compared to 1821. It is 
more than double; and all know a large revenue, 
,i| other circumstances being equal, ean be collect- 
d for aless rate per centum than asmall. Taking 
every circumstance into consideration, the rate per 
entam ought, instead of being greater, to be less, 
in consequence of the increased amount collected. 
It t not to exceed $1,500,000, and might be 
reduced to $1,200,000 with good management and 
r economy. : 

| ought to know something of the revenue and 
its collection in-182}. I was then a member of 
Mr. Monroe’s administration. There was then as 
jittle fraud on the revenne from smuggling or other 
causes, a8 cheap and simple as were the laws and 
mode of cullection, as at present. 

Something certainly ought to be done to reduce 
the present enormous expense of collecting the 
revenue; but I can tell the Senators, from the ex- 
yerience | have had in reference to the reduction 
of expensey that nothing can be done without the 
hearty codperation of the head of the Treasury 
Department. Little can bedone by law. The pro- 
posed remedy by specific appropriations will prove 
anullity. ‘The head of the department must point 
out the remedy, and make the application, and call 
on Congress for any aid he may require. It is 
only thus it can ever be accomplished. I speak 
from experience. I trust it will not be regarded as 
evotism on my part, when I say that I thoroughly 
reformed the War Department and its abuses when 
| had the charge of it. I found the expense of the 
army to be $4,000,000 annually, and I reduced it 
in three years to about $2,700,000, simply by ad- 
ministration, and that without curtailing its usual 
supplies. 

ty Mr. President, I have no hope of reform or 
diminution of expenditures. Of all tasks, the re- 
form of old abuses in the expense of the Govern- 
ment is the most difficult. ‘This vast increase of 
the expense of collecting the revenue has created 
alarge and powerful interest to uphold it, That 
interest will be opposed to all reduction. But that 
isnotthe worst. There is a still larger and more 
powerful interest, forming in part a majority of the 
whole ae whovare interested in keeping up 
the present duties on imports. The higher the 
duties the better for them. They never will enlist 
inaid of reducing the expense of this Government 
or correcting its abuses, because that would lead 
tothe reduction of the duties. I have long seen 
and struggled against the evil, but have utterly 
failed to remedy it. It will continue and go on, 
and become worse and worse until it will corrupt 
and ruin the Government. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If 1 understand correctly the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Dicxinson,] I shall vote with great 
cheerfulness for that motion, while I concur ver 
cheerfully with what has fallen from Senators all 
around me, in relation to the expenditures for the 
collection of the revenue for this Government, and 
while 1 am perfeetly well satisfied, when the mat- 
ter shall come before us for specific appropriations 
foreach branch of government, by itself, that we 
may be able to remove many or at least some of 
he evils to which Senators have alluded. What 
may or what may not be the specific duties of 
Congress in relation to fostering or taking charge 
of the commerce of this country, I do not now 
propose to inquire; but it is pertinent to look at a 
state of things which has grown up, whether they 
te right or wrorg—whether they are to be justified 
end continued, or to be abrogated. 

The true object, perbaps, of the révenue-cutter 
‘ysiem, was to detect frauds upon our revenue. 
Whatever may have been the true object of our 
Cutter system, we all know tliat, as one of the col- 
‘ateral duties of that service, they have rendered 
essential service to the commercial marine of this 
country, and more especially, most essential ser- 
‘ce, during the inclement season, along the whole 
*xtent of our coast. Now, sit, if we are to sus- 
pend the operation of the proviso of this law, or, 
n other words, if we are to refuse to adopt the 
‘mendment of the Senator from New York, (Mr. 
Dickson} I do not see but that the Secretary of 
‘he Treasury will be compelled, by the force of 
the cireular which he has issued, to curtail that 
“rvice, or to abolish that service entirely. i 
“ | have already stated, I do not propose to 
'n'0 the discussion as'to what may or may not 
the duties of Congress in relation to fostering or 









us—when we shall find it our duty to 


} 

ing charge of our commerce, | may take this || willing it should pass; but if it is to 
position clearly, that at this season of the year, at || additional amount of the act of 1849, I 
that period when all the assistance from the cutter 
service has been rendered which has ever been 
rendered by them to the commercial marine—that 
at this season we shall not take that step which 
will entirely abolish it, for the simple reason—and 
a satisfactory one to my mind, sir—that the com- 
mercial marine have had no opportunity to take 
those measures which would be necessary to pro- 


vide themselves with an adequate substitute. 
With the amendment offered by the Senator 
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from New York I apprehend there will be no | 


trouble, during this fiscal -year, in keeping = the 
revenue service to its former standard. hen 
these specific appropriations shall come before 

pass upon 
its provisions, item by item, for each part of the 
whole service of the Government—I apprehend 


that I shall be found willing to go as far as he who 
may go furthest, in relation to prescribing the rules 

hieh the cutter seryice shall in future be gov- || 
erned and controlled; but not now, at this season 
of the year, and with no notice to the commerce 
of the country. For this reason I vote with cheer- 
fulness for the amendment of the Senator from 
New York. 


by w 





| 
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provide the 


object. 

Mr. DICKINSON. They will have the tem- 
porary advantage of it, undoubtedly. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then, instead of a measure of re- 
form, it is a retrograde movement. I muat there- 
fore move to amend the amendment by striking 
out all after the words “ together with such sums. 

The question being taken upon this amendment 
to the amendment, it was rejected on a division— 
ayes 21, noes 33. 

The question recurring on the amendment as 
auiiiaale the yeas and nays were demanded and 
ordered ; and being taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 
27—as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Brad 
bury, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Dawson, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Douglas, Greene, Hamlin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Under- 
wood, Upham, Wales, and Webster—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Borland, Bright, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Cass, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge 
of Iowa, Bodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jones, King, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 








| Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, and Yulee—Q7. 


The Senate being thus equally divided, 
The VICE PRESIDENT voted in the affirma- 


|| tive; and the amendment as amended was there- 


The VICE PRESIDENT proceeded to state || fore adopted. 


the question first upon the first amendment re- 
ported from the Committee on Finance. 


| 
| 


Mr. WEBSTER. [I trust that the Senate will || 


amendments, and take it at once upon the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York, [Mr. Dics- 
INSON. | 


No objection being made, the question was 


stated upon Mr. Dickinson’s amendment. 


Mr. BRADAURY. Ido not perceive that in 
the amendment of the Senator from New York any 


allusion is made to the order recently issued by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dis 


nsing entirely with 
the revenue-cutter service. 
from the range the debate has taken, that the Sec- 
retary will be sufficiently informed that it is one of 
the purposes for which this amendment is adopted, 
that he may not be obliged to dispense entirely 
with the service of the revenue cutters. | certainly 


should be unwilling to vote for enlarging the limit- 
ation in the original act to which the resolution 


refers, if it were not with the expectation that this 
branch of service would be, to some extent, con- 
tinued. I would be very far from justifying the 


enormous abuses and the extravagance which ap- 

pear to have grown up from the employment of |) Guties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

these cutters; but while [ find that their service is || ate ; — 

to be entirely dispensed with, I have looked with |) . 
| it was agreed to. 


some surprise to find any indication of any purpose 


upon the part of the Secretery to retrench by cut- || ! 
P P y y | Senate, with the amendments. 


ting down the. enormous number of agents who 


are now employed in our larger cities by that de- || 


partment. While by the Blue Book it appears 
that less than 500 persons are employed in the 
custom-houses of New York, the report of the 


Secretary of the Treasury, referred to by the mem- | 


ber of the Committee on Finance, shows that be- 
tween 700 and 800 persons are employed in that 
city in the custom-house, independent of those 
engaged in the revenue-cutter service. They are 
not dispensed with. The vessels are hauled up, 
the men are dismissed; and yet the Government is 


to pay these officers, when at this season of the || 


year, as it has already been remarked, their ser- 
vices are very important in aiding and —— 
vessels in distress, in bringing them into port, an 

services which they are relied upon to render by 
all our commercial marine. If we regard it entirely 
in reference to its connection with the marine, it 
would be a want of economy to dispense ‘entirely 
with the revenue-cutter service. know of no 
way in which the same amount of money would 
be employed so beneficially to the Government, as 
it might be employed in the public vessels—in 
furnishing a small class of vessels for the revenue- 
cutter service. We could infinitely better dispense 
with the services of some of our larger ships of 
war, which are much less important than these 


cutters. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not under- 
stand the effect of the amendmentexactly.. 1 wish 
to know whether the sum expended in 1848 is the 


whole limit, or whether, in addition to that, the 


of the Treasury is to have the advan 


of the proviso of the act of March 3, 1849. _Ifit is 


to be limited to the amount expended in 1848, | am 


consent to waive the question upon the committee’s | 


The VICE PRESIDENT being about to report 
tlie bill to the Senate, 

Mr. HUNTER inquired whether the vote. had 
been taken upon the second amendment reported 


|| from the Committee on Finance. 


suppose, however, | : ot 
yr ’ || amendment might yet be moved to the joint reso- 






| 
' 


| 


' 


| 


| 


The VICE PRESIDENT replied in the nega- 


| tive, stating that the amendments of the committee 


had been passed over by unanimous consent. 
Mr. HUNTER supposed that they had only 


| been passed over until the amendment of the Sen- 
| ator from New York should be disposed of. 


For 
one, he had not designed to give his consent to it 


| under any other supposition. 


The VICE PRESIDENT suggested that the 


lution. 

Mr. HUNTER then moved that the joint reso- 
lutron be amended by the addition of the following 
section: 


And be it further resolved, That nothing contained in the 
act aforesaid shall be congtrued so as to deprive the importer 


| of the privilege of the transportation of merchandise under 
| bond from one district to another, or of rewarehousing the 
| same according to the provisions of the 2d section of the act 
| of 6th August, 1846, to establish a warehousing system, and 
| to amend an act entitled “* An act to provide revenue from 


imports, and to change and modify existing laws imposing 


The question being taken upon the amendment, 
The joint resolution was then reported to the 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I came in while the Senate 
| was voting, and I am not certain that I understood 
| the amendment of the Senator from New York, 
and I would like to hear it read. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was again 


read. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, renewed the 
amendment proposed by him in Committee of the 
| Whole, striking out of the amendment submitted 
| by Mr. Diexison, all after the words “ together 
| with such sums.”’ 
Mr. DICKINSON. I think the question upen 
| coneurring in the amendments adopted by the 

Senate had better be laid over. If, upon examina- 
thom, I find that the effect of those amendments 
will be injurious, I shall vote against them myself, 
| though I do not expect that such will be the case. 
| 1 move that the further consideration of the sub- 
| ject be postponed till to-morrow. 

The question being taken upon the latter motion, 
it was agreed to. 


AGENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I now desire to relieve my~- 
self from the promise I made some time ago, to 
move to take up the resolution offered by the hon- 
orable Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cuemens,] 
and which was laid upon the table by my motion. 
I now move the Senate proceed to take up that res- 
olution calling upon the President for certain in- 
formation relative to the appointment of a civil or 
military governor of California, the appointment 
of agents to procure the adoption of a State con- 
stitution, &e, 


Mr. DAWSON. I would ask the Senator from 
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‘The question was then taken, and decided in the 


t 
Ff the table till we can receive that information. | 
ao || affirmative without a division. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. BR, LAOS wow scccccrcccsacescscescccses. | 


Ilinois if he wishes this resolution now adopted. | So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the For Mr. Glosabrenner—Mesers. Albertson, Bayly pot 
It is the same which has been passed in the other | table. pam row a 4, Cable, Howell Cobb, [) a4 He 
House, and | understand the President has already | ENGRAVING. aa, Parker, Peck Robbins, Ween Ross Stn elaana . 
£ ; i} . . > 3 
replied to that resslution. ‘|| Mr. HAMMOND rose and said that he had || Thompson, Seance : James Me 
; Mr. DOUGLAS. _I will state to the honorable || been instructed by the Committee on Engraving- — = - sre. Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Colenc, Oo 
| Se tadaaieadaaieen ieee | to report a reset which he hoped a ht be Chareeed MeDonald "Meede Mt fon ony? Plubbard, Me. 
5 passage of a resolution in the same words as this, || °°? or am P 8 ardson, ‘Seddon, Venable, "Weilborh. aye ore, Rich. be 
; || disposed. of at this time. son, on, Venable, Wellborn, Woodward st 
is bs nor was | awore that an answer had been returned || Th te a d as foll 3 Young. > and TN 
ae ie to it. But still this would not do away with the | Oe eee ee Beene as For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, Carter, Disn ti 
Be tk Lh fe hi : hati 1! Resolved, That the resolution heretofore submitted by the || Gorman, Harlan, P. King, McWillie, Morris Olde » Dany, : 
bat reasons | have for calling up this resolution. 1 || Committee on Engraving be recommitted to said committee, Sweetser, Walden, and Wood. : MM, Olds, Rotter, Be 
ee ee moved to lay it upon the table temporarily only, || with instructions to ascertain, by such means as they may || For Mr. Lewis—Messrs. Bowdon McQueen, and w Ca 
Rts and aronibnie to move to take itupagain atan early || deem best, and report to this House, the probable cost of the || lace. ; me? nd Wal. Ee 
E ie day. I shall move it to be ken up, and then the | engraving recommended in said resolution, we ~~ Dorsey—Messrs. Hamilton, Hammond, ang p. W 
j Senate can make what disposition they think fit. || The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the || “4; ‘Me Lane—Mr. Featherston. . 
f Mr. KING. I shall throw no obstacle in the | adoption of the resolution. For Mr. Bigelow—Mr. Giddings. Vi 
Be way of taking up the resolution of my colleague, | Mr. CONGER said he did not understand that For Mr. Shekelli—Mr. Root. F. 
ae though I think it better to pass it by till to-mor- || the committee had as yet reported what the esti- No choice. . 
k row, as there isa great deal of executive business || mated cost of these engravings would be. : . 
to bedone. However, | am satisfied that it should || TheSPEAKER. The resolution now reported gn ee arene ter time. The tellers 7 
: ill throw no obstacle in the || by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hammo eee eee TAR ee esate Green ID; eces. a 
Be come up now, and will throw n e || by the g y [ AMMOND] || gary to a choice 106: of which { 
ie way. __ || provides that a report heretofore made by the Com- Mr Giddines reteived .<..) = 
bk Mr. CLEMENS. The Senator from Georgia || mittee on Engraving be’ recommitted to that com- Mr. Dow 8 ENESORE 120920 o 90k . 
is somewhat mistaken in thinking the resolution of || mittee, with instructions to inquire into the prob- Ss tMbdes fe ee tte: a Ww 
ro 6.4 the House is in the same words as this. [tis not || able cost of certain engravings contemplated in that Mr. Flood UAE RRA SUES” * 23 88 2-88 | 
; in the sane words, nor does it contain the same || previous report. Se Weta TN ARAN Os er rs 16 : 
2 matter. I think it very possible, however, thatthe || In reply to an inquiry by Mr. CONGER— re Weems ees ee eee RO C8 12 | 
en fo answer given to that may embrace all that !want || The SPEAKER said: The committee ask that Mr. Puce PT OTe hee Ra i eee ** 3 | 
to know; and | am very willing this shall lay upon || their own report may be recommitted to them. Mr. Me a 1 | 


I would rather, sir, it should 





be taken up and passed in its order in the proceed- || So the resolution was adopted. 4 211 

ings. F : | ine i i il: G 
‘The motion to proceed to the consideration of || OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. he a anne “naehee beihed 

the resolution was then agreed to; when, 1] The SPEAKER. The first business before the drews, Ashmun Baker, Bennett, Bokee, pene nt 
“On motion, it was || House is the execution of the order of the House || Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B Bur 


|| concerning the election of officers; and, first, of a 
|| Sergeant-at-arms. The gentlemen appointed as 
'| tellers are requested to resume their seats. 


Mr. HAMPTON moved that there be a call of 


ler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Ca- 
sey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cur. 
win, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. fo 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Goodenow hi 
Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, 


4 Ordered, That its further consideration be postponed un- 
; til to-morrow. 


On motion by Mr. KING, 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 


Executive business; and after some time so spent, | 
the doors were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


the House; and on that motion he asked the yeas 


‘| and nays; which were ordered. 


And the question, ** Shall there be a call of the 


|| House?’’ was then taken and decided in the nega- 


tive—yeas 72, nays 127. 


Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis E. MéLean, Meacham, Moore, More- 
head, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Soa call of the House was refused. 


» i . 
Turspay, January 15, 1850. || The following gentleman, who were named tel- 
jThe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || lers to count the votes, then took their seats at the 
RULES OF THE HOUSE. || clerk’s table: Messrs. Harris of Tennessee, Gor- 


Mr. CLINGMAN rose, he said, to move a re- | MAN, Jounson of Kentucky, and Sackerr. 
consideration of the vote by which the rules of || And the nominations heretofore made were re- 


the last House of Representatives had yesterday || ported to the House. 
been adopted; and he moved that the motion to | The SPEAKER earnestly requested gentlemen 
al reconsider be laid upon the table. | to suspend conversation whilst the roll was being 
4 He took it for granted (he was understood to | Called, as otherwise it was impossible for the Clerk 


iB add) that if the disposition which he contemplated || ‘© hear the answers of members. 


well, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scherinerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thur- M 
man, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Willians, 

Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Dow—Measrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Booth, nm 
Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, George A. Caldwell, 
Cleveland, Howell Cobh, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, 
Dunham, Ewing, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Isham G. 

Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kauf- 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, McDowell, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, Meade, Miller, Morse, Peaslee, Pheips, 
Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 


Dit latent isso -e 





. . ° uJ . . . sees W: L 

was made of the subject, it would leave the exist- | The roll was then called, being the fifth time. oe. nnd Winona. Sa, ee see oe . 

ing rules as they were, except as they might be || The tellers reported that 213 votes had been given For Mr. Giossbrenner—Messrs. Albertson, Bingham, W. Ba 

; altered heteaher> the report of the committee. || 195 Necessary toa choice 107; of which J. Brown, Cable, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Hall, Haralson, Hi 

da: » Mr. VINTON hoped, be said, that the motion || Mr. Senter M. Giddings received........101 Soran, 1 eee Roblneve, nda, Ghrone, leines ‘Theap. Di 

| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table would 1 Mri denne Ex: Dow sh iaueei ose heaved a son, Venable, Wellborn, Wiimot, had Woodward. e 

not prevail, but that the motion to reconsider would || Mr. A. J. Glossbrennér.....+..+05++044 22 For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Bayly,. Bissell, Bocock, Ei- Hi 

be postponed, that it might be brought up when || Mr. J.G Flood.........++.eeeeeeeeee Ql aaa TT ee ne He 

the subject of the rules should again come up for || Mr. Hiram Walbridge........seesse00+ 14 Youle nh 7 ’ son, Savage, Seddon, ent 

consideration on Monday next. . || Mr. Roderick Dorsey.......+.+++.++205 3 For Mr. Walbridge—Mesers. Carter, Disney, Doty, Gor- le 

p. Mr. McCLERNAND rose, he said, to a point || Mr. S. Lewis......... ve cede ves evowse wD man, P. meg, Bese eiia, Morris, Olds, Potter, Sweetser, 7 
| is: T | Mr. Richard R. Shekell..........-.008 Walden, and Wood. 

et of order, It was this: The gentleman from North | 1 For My Lewis Messrs. Bowdon and Wallace. Ms 

Te Carolina (Mr. Curreman] had moved to recon- Mr. Amos Lane... ...+.sssseeeeeeees eo 1 For Mr. Dorsey-—Messrs. Hamilton and Hammond. . 

i sider the vote upon the adoption of the rules, and | Bir: Jacdd. Bigelow i icsscveeisevesvdcs dd Y For Mr. Lane—Mr. Featherston. fe 

had moved that that motion be laid upon the table. | a= For. Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. on 

He desired to be informed by the Speaker, wheth- | 13 No choice. de 


on the table was debatable. 


er the motion to la The following is the vote in detail: Mr. RICHARDSON rose and said that he " 

















The SPEAKER. The motion to lay on the For Senter M Giddirgs—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, || would now withdraw the name of Mr. Flood. AR 
table is not debatable. || Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, The roll was then again called. being the seventh Bri 
Mr. McCLERNAND said, then he should ob- | Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buuler, + ga . os bee ler 
a , f Ohio {[Mr. V || B.C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, || time. The tellers reported that 212 votes had been Ca 
ject to the gentleman from io [Mr. Vinton] || Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, cast; necessary to a choice 107; of which Co 
be proceeding with any remarks, || Deberrry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Mr. Giddings received. ....+......++++ 100 Al 
rt Mr. WHITE rose to inquire of the Speaker || Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Mr. D 52 Go 
hether there were not two motions pendin || Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Heb- To DOW esevcecsecccsescesccncecrssss Ha 
Lt whe “SP AKER i pe 8: '| ard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jas. L. John- Mr. Glossbrenner.....+.seeseeeeeeeees 40 L. 
a The = EA assentec : * «+s | son, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, Mr. Walbridge. Sewers eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 10 Kir 
aps Mr. WHITE. Are they divisible? : H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. Mr. J. G. Flood a ae BE 
eee The SPEAKER. The drat question will be on || E- McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Mr. Lewis Pe Ree Mie ie tee 2 Ne 
i the motion to lay on the table the motion to recon- || Newel, ek Rapntide Rides Ratkeel, B og Put- j} Mr. Washineton Pint Aina esse? Sh°P oe nat 

a: . ‘ i m, eed, eyn 8, siey ockwe ose umse . eee ee seer esses eesereerrrn 
ai! 2es sider. If that motion should be rejected, the || Sackett, Schenck. Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, "wheppere: Mr. Dorse =r each cat a8 XE a 
BEL vestion will recur on the motion to reconsider | er hom are a ee —— * yon ee SR eee ee es pete - 
tha - the vote by which the rules of the House have |/ pnems, 4 aylor. Join &,  yompeon, thurman, Puck, Under- Mr. La l m 
x! . hill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- r. NE seve ccecssresercesecesrseesere! Wi 

a been adopted. The effect of the motion to lay on |! tra , , : . a 
d od . . p- f 
Ao the table the mee to reconsider, will be, to ee lle wer Jesse B. Dow Mest. Averett, Ray, Booth, Bowlin, 212 ‘ 

Fai Se les to acted upon on the day to which || Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell i : a ates 
i ay uauatonahen tea tleen nie ‘ recisely || Cleveland, Williamson R.W.Codb, Daviel, Dunham, Ewing, |} The following is the vote in detail, viz : of 
at : posrpones; PF Y || Gerry, Gilmore, Hackett, Isham G. Harris, Sam : || For Mr. Giddings—Mesers. Alexander, Andétson, Av- Se 
had Seb k 

as if that motion had not been acted upon at all. |) Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, Inge, Andrew Johnson, || drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, oe Co 
; The question, * Shall the motion to reconsider — oe — nren Sere, Leffler, Lit- Ces eo = eases c. autor, 7. De on 
j the vote by which the rules of the House have || tle cDowe eMullen, Miller, Morse, Peaslee abell, J. P. well, Calvin, y,© Z ‘ 
cay an abe naiane upon the table?” was taken, || Pbelps, Savage, Saweelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard A. || Clark, Clingman, Cole; Conrad, Crowell, Deer) TM wit 
toa | , ? || Stanton, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wm. Thomp- || Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, N. E Se 


ree Fowler, Freediey; 
Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Ham” 


‘ and decided in the affirmative without 2 division. |! son, Waldo, and Whittlesey. 
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within the bar by Nathan Sargent, 


Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
ot note J. L. Johnson, Kerr, iel P. King, George 
King, James G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
Fi Gaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
orenead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, 
Rockwell, ee el aan Senenes, Senanrase- 
Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spa , Sprague, 
pos Alex. H. Stephens, Taylor Jona B. Thompeon’ 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Wil- 
fiaws, Wiisan, and Winthrop. 

for Mr. Dow—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Beale, Booth, 
powdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Burt, G. A. 
Caldwell, Cleveland, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dunham, 
Ewing, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hammond, I. G. Harris, 8. 
W. Harris, ‘I’. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, Hub- 
ard, Inge, A. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, 
La Sere, Leflier, Littlefield, McDowell, R. M. McLane, 
\ieade, Miller, Morse, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Richardson, 
F, P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Thomae, Jacob Thompson, 
William Thompson, Waldo, and Whittlesey. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Meessrs. Albertson, Bayly, Bing- 
ham, Bocock, William G. Brown, J. Cable, Carter, Howell 
Cobb, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Hall, Hackett, Haralson, Har- 
jan, iottiday, Preston King, Job Mann, Mason, McCler- 
nand, McDonald, McLanahan, McMullen, Milison, Morris, 
(Orr, Parker, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, Seddon, 
gietson, Streng, James ‘Thompson, Venable, Wellborn, 
Wilmot, Woodward, and Young. 

for Mr. Walthridge—Mesers. Disney, Doty, Gorman, 
MeWillie, Olds, Potter, Savage, Sweetser, Walden, and 


Tond. 
- Mr. Washington—Messrs. Coleock and Alex. Evans. 
For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Edmonson and Powell. 
For Mr. Lewis— Messrs. McQueen and Wallace, 
For Mr. Lane—Mr. Featherston. 
For Mr. Dorsey—Mr. Hamilton. 
For Mr. Shekell—Mr. Root. 


Mr. MORSE rose and nominated Charles K. 
Gardner, late Postmaster of Washington city. 

Mr. SACKETT, on his own motion, was ex- 
cused from further service as a teller. 

Mr. THURMAN was appointed in his stead. 

Mr. PECK stated that he should decline to vote 
for the residue of this day, having paired off with 
his colleague, [Mr. Heparp,] who was indis- 
osed. 

The roll was then again called. 

When the roll had been called through, a great 
many members changed their votes. 

Mr. MORSE withdrew the name of Mr. Gard- 


ner. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, withdrew the name of 
Mr. Dow. 
The tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; 
necessary to a choice 105; of which 
Mr. Giddings received. ...++....ee00000-102 | 
Mr. Glossbrenner. . 2... se eceeeeecee cee UG 
Me. DeWie oe cecsece de cco ceetalevocows il 


The following is the vote in detail : 


For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, 
Rowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Willian J. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, 
Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Rob- 
et W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, 
La Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Joh Mann, Mason, McCler- 
hand, MeDonaid, McDowell, Mclanahan, Robert M. Mc- 
Lane, McMullen, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Say- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Santon, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Venable, Wal- 
den, Waldo, Wallace, Welborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Giddings—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 

\lrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. But- 
ler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph: P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Dunean, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell,{Halloway, Hampton Hay, 
Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter, James 
L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, H. Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, Finis 
E. MeLean, Meacham, Muore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Put- 
nam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rum- 
*y, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schdolcraft, She 
oe Silvester, Spalding, 8 e, Stanly, Alexander H. 
Mg sare Taylor, John B. upson, ‘Thurman, Tuck 
Vierhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and 

For Mr. Dow—Mr. Dunham. : 


So Mr. GLosssrewner having received a maj rity 
of all the votes, was declared to be duly elected 
Sergeant-at-arms of this House for the thirty-first 


Mr. Grosprexwer was thereupon introd 
t-at-arms, and was sworn bythe Speaker. 
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Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn, 
but withdrew the motion at the request of a num- 
ber of members near him. : 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











on the motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 


Baxer,] that the further execution of the order be 
|| postponed until Monday next. 








Mr. HILLIARD rose and said that,to carry | Mr. BAKER desired to modify his motion. He 


out the order of the House, he would offer a reso- 
lution, (which he sent to the Speaker’s table.) 

Mr. HACKETT moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

No question was taken on this motion. 

The resolution was then read in substance as 
follows: 

Resolved, That Mr. Horner, the present Doorkeeper, and 


Mr. Jounson, the present Postinaster, of the House,-be re- 
tained in their respective places during the present session. 


The resolution having been read, objections 
were made to its introduction. 

Mr. HILLIARD inquired of the Speaker 
whether the resolution was not in order? « 

The SPEAKER said that the Chair had hereto- 
fore ruled a similar motion to be out of order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. Is it not carrying out the 
order of the House? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled other- || 


wise, and the House has acquiesed in the decision. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I shall not take an appeal, 
though the decision is against my judgment. 

After a momentary conversation between Mr. 
HOUSTON and the SPEAKER— 

Mr. BAKER moved (for the purpose, he was 
understood to say, of proceeding to the transaction 
of the public business) that all further action on 
the order of the House, relating to the election of 
officers be postponed until Monday next. - 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to inquire of the 
Chair whether, if a postponement should be agreed 
to, the resolution would then be in order? if not, 
what use was there in postponing? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the resolution 


would not then be in order, because it was a viola- | 


tion of the rules of the House; and if the election 


between that time and the present. Ifa motion for 
would be equivalent to rescinding the order; and a 


would be in order. 
Mr. BAKER. Does the Chair decide that if a 


motion for indefinite postponement should prevail, || 
} 


the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. | 
Hii.iarp} would then be in order? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, in that event, | 


| 
would entertain a motion that the House’ proceed || 
to the election of a Doorkeeper and other officers. \ 
But the resolution of the gentleman from Alabama, | 


(Mr. Hivurarp,] as was the case with a similar 


formity with the rules of the House prescribing the || 
mode of election. And this objection to the resolu- ! 


tion would be applicable, whether the order re- 

mained in force, or whether it were rescinded. 
Mr. HILLIARD suggested, as an inquiry, 

whether the taking the yeas and pays on the res- 





olution would not be, in fact, taking a vote viva 


lection of gentlemen, that the same point had here- 
tofore been raised by the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana, [Mr. Morse.} The Speaker had then given | 
his opinion, that the proceeding now contemplated | 


| 
voce. | 
The SPEAKER said, it would be in the recol- } 


by the gentleman from Alabama would not be a 
compliance with the rule. The opinion of the 
Chair on this point remained unchanged. 

Mr. VINTON rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether, if the execution of the order was indefi- 
nitely postponed, it would besin order again to | 
bring up the subject during the present session? 

The SPEAKER. Nof with reference to the ex- 
ecution of that order. Butthe Chair is of opinion, | 
that it would be in order to proceed to the election | 
of officers of the House, their election being ne- | 
cessary to the organization of the House. 

Mr. HACKET moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. , 

Mr. MEADE rose and (scarcely heard) was un- 
derstood to inquire, whether the order was still in | 
force—whether it applied to the other officers of | 
the House not yet elected? 


| Mr. BAKER. 


|| presumed that the indefinite. postponement of the 
|| order would leave the present incumbents in office. 
The SPEAKER made a remark not heard by 

| the reporter. 
'| Mr. ASHMUN said that he understood that 
i if the order was indefinitely postponed it could not 
be called up again; but that it would be in order 
| at any time to move to proceed to the election of 
|| offiers. He would suggest that an indefinite post- 
|| ponement should be agreed to, and that whenever 
|| any member should make another proposition 
| looking to an election, it should be voted down, 
| becaue it would be an attempt to remove from 
| omece, 

| The SPEAKER (to Mr. Baker.) Does the 
|| gentleman from Illinois withdraw his motion ? 
I move that the execution of 
| the order be indefinitely postponed; and on that 
motion I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALL desired to be informed by the 

| Speaker whether there was any rule of the House 
| wader which, if the motion for indefinite post- 





|| ponement was agreed to, the present incumbents 


; would be continued in office. 
| The SPEAKER (doubtfully heard) was under- 
| stood to say that the Chair could not decide what 


|| the effect of the motion for indefinite postpone- 


ment would be, except upon the resolution itself. 
| It was for the House to decide who its officers 
| were, and by what tenure they held their offices. 

The question before the House was on the motion 
| for indefinite postponement. 
| Mr. McMULLEN objected, he said, to the re- 
| ception of the motion, 

The SPEAKER. The motionis in order with- 

out reference to any objections. 


|| The SP AKER then proceeded to ascertain 
was postponed to a day certain, no election could, | 
in the opinion of the Chair, be had in the interval | 


| whether the yeas and nays were ordered; and 
they wers ordered. 


} 
|| Mr. HACKETT moved that the House ad- 
indefinite postponement should be agreed to, it || 
|| ordered. 
resolution to proceed to the election of officers | 


journ, and asked tellers on that motion; who were 
(Messrs. Watpo and Kine of Rhode 
| Island were appointed. ) 
| And the vote being taken stood yeas 69, noes 98. 
| So the House refused to adjourn. 
| The question then recurred, and was taken on 
| the motion of Mr. Baxer, and was decided in the 
| negative—yeas 80, nays 125—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, 
Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 
| Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin; Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
| Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan 


|| Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
resolution in relation to other officers, was ruled || 


out of order on the ground that it was not in con- || 


Halleway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houe- 
ton, Howe, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James 
| G. King, Horace Mann, Matteson, McKissock, F. E. Me- 
Lean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, 
Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rock- 
| well, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, 

Sprague, Stanly,.A. H. Stephens, Taylor, Thurman, Tock, 
Underhill, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—280. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
| Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bocoek, Booth, 
| Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Wm. J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
J. Cable, George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, 
W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Conger, Daniel, Disney, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Edmundeon, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Ful- 
ler, Gerry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Hubbard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew Jotin- 
son, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Mann, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Mc- 
Gaughey, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Mc- 
Queen, Me Willie, Meade, Miller, Milison, Morris, Morse, 
Morton, Olds, Ocr, Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Rove, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Spalding, Freder- 
ick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, Wallace, Weliborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young—125. 


So the House decided that the execution of the 
order should not be indefinitely postponed. 
Cries: ** Proceed with the election.’’} 
hereupon, the House adjourned. 








NOTICES OF BILLS. 


The following notices were given under the 
rule, of intention to introduce bills, viz: 


treduce, on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, “A bih 
granting bounty lands te the officers who served their coun- 


The SPEAKER said it applied to the other = Sev. BWVING gave nena as De wentd ont leave sa, 


cers. 
The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 


try in the late war with Mexico.” 
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od bill, to be entitled “Ar 
future day, he would introduce a bill, to be entitled “Ar, | 
act to entablish an additional “Diatrtet Court of the Unites 
States in the eastern portion of the State of Texas.” | 
Mr. BOWLAIN gave notice, that on to-morrow, or as socn 
thereafter as he could obtain a hearing, he would ask leave | 
to introduce “A bill granting to the States of Missouri and || 
Arkansas certain swamp lands, for the purpose of reclaimi- || 
ing them, and increasing the val 
vicinity thereof.’? 


Mr. KAUFMAN gave notice, that on or ac ye {| 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented and re- | 
ferred under the rule: "= | 


| 
By Mr. DOTY: The petition of a large number of citizens | 
of Washington county, for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at Ozaukee, in Wisconsin. Referred to 
tue Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of James | 
Capen, of Massachusetts, fer a pension. 
y Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of George 
W. Biilings, praying that the proper officer, on bebalf of | 
the Unit States, be directed to conclude a contract with 
him for the furnishing of water-rotted hemp for the use of | 
the Navy, in accordance with his proposals made July 3ist || 
and August 2d, 1849, under an advertisement of the Navy || 
Department. \| 
By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of Elizabeth Odell, a half- | 
breed woman of the Sioux nation, praying that a certain | 
sum of money due her under treaty of 1837, be paid her. 
Also, the petition of Mary Woodbury, a half-breed woman | 
of the Sioux nation, praying that a certain sum of money || 
due under the treaty of 1837, be paid her. \\ 
Ry Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of Buck- | 
ingham Lockwood, and others, for indemnity for French || 
Spotiations, Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. | 
By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of John G. Wilkinson, | 
praying compensation for his services as Navy Pension || 
Agent. 1] 
Also, the petition of Robert Owens, asking the difference | 
of pay between that of a chief boatswain’s mate and a 1 
boatswain. 
Also, the memorial of Ann P. Swift, A. Jeffery, and others, | 
asking indemnity for French Spoliations. G | 
By Mr. DISNEY: The petition of citizens of Cincinnati, | 
Ohio, for the erectiofi in said city of buildings for the ac- | 
commodation of the officers of the Post Oifice, Treasury, and | 
Judieial Departments. 
Also, the petition of the Chamber of Commerce of Cincin- || 
nati, of denies aber and referred to the Committee on || 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 1] 
Also, the petition of John Johnson, of Cincinnati, for com- || 
pensation for his services as Indian agent, &c. Referred to || 
the Committee of Claims. i 
Also, the petition of 8. Keyser, of Cincinnati, praying for || 
arrears of pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 1 
Pensions. 
By Mr. WELLBORN: The memorial and petition of the | 
heirs of William Hixt, for commutation pay for services || 
rendered by their father in the war of the Revolution. i 
By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of David Montgomery, for || 
an increase of his pension. 
By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Benjamin Daniels, | 
sen., Peter. Spurk, James B. Turner, and 44 others, citizens || 
of Pike county, Ohio, expressing the opinion that soldiers || 
of the war of isig, and those of the several Indian wars | 
prior and since that period, are preéminently entitled to the || 
same measure of reward accorded to those who served in || 
the war with Mexice; and praying Congress to grant to thém || 
the same system of reward which was awarded to those who || 
served in the Mexican war. . 
Also, the petition of Joha P. Brown, the principal Drago- || 
man, (Interpreter Seeretary for the ‘Turkish language.) of || 
the Legation of the United States of America at the Sub- 
lime Porte; praying Congress to grant him the usual salary 
and compensation given forthe pérformance of the duties 
of a diplomatic agent at Constantinople, in the absence of 
any other, from August Ist, 1845, to July Ist, 1846, a period 
of eleven months; which duties he alleges he performed by 
orders of the President of the United States at that time. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
By Mr, DISNEY: The memorial of the heirs of John | 


{ 








Skyren, praying for indemnification onaccount of French 
spotiations, Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for 
the abolition of the office of Chaplain. Referred to the | 





Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of Joseph Clarke on the subject of || 
slavery in the Territories. Referred to the Committee on || 
Territories. | 

Also, the memorial of Boyd Reily, praying for compensa- 
tien for the invention and use of vapor baths. Referred to 
the Committee of Claims. | 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Ohio, praying 
for the pas of an act extending ihe jurisdiction of the || 
District Courts in certain cases to the navigable lakes and || 
navigable riversin the United States. Referred to the Com- || 
tnittee en the ener. 

By Me BROWN Mississippi: The petition of Jeffer- 
son W. Cook, the passage of a special act granting 
him the bounty land and extra pay due his deceased brother 
Seaborn J. Cook, for the benefit of the minor heirs of said 
Seaborn J. Cook, of whom said Jefferson W. Cook is a guar- | 
dian. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MORTON: The petition of the heirs of Apollos |; 
Cooper, for such half pay, &c., as they are entitled to, in || 
consequence of their ancestor having been killed in the || 
battle of Brandywine. Referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

By Mr. McLANB, of Maryland: The memorial of certain 
merchants, ship Owners, and others, praying the passage of || 
a®inw limiting the liability of ship owners, 

By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, on Saturday Hist: The pe- || 
tition gf Leonard Reynolds and others, that the Goverment || 
refrain hereafter from the employment of chaplains to Con- 
gress, the army, and navy, and thus disconnect itself from 
all eonnection with a national religion. Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


ue of the public lands in the tT 


| ferred to’ the Committee on Military 


- 
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By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
Rome, Oneida county, New York, for a suspension of dip-. 
lomatie relations between the United States and Austria, on 
account of Austrian oppression of Hungary. Referred tq. 


| the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Also, the -petition-of J. R. Johnson, of Cazenovia, Madi- 
son county, New York, for the release of Drayton and 
Sawyer from prison. Referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Martin Hatch, of Chateanguay, 
Franklin county, New York, for arrearages as an invalid 
pensioner. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a petition for @stablishing a post route from Somer- 
ville, Lewis county, New York, through Harrisburg and 
Pinkney to Rodman, in Jefferson county, New York. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of John Van Horn and 


|| Others, citizens of the county of Niagara, New York, asking || 
Congress to grant an appropriation for the improvement of 


the harbor at the mouth of Eighteen Mile Creek, in said 
county. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. WALDEN, 
Resolved, That the memorial and accompanying papers, 


| relating to the settlement of the account of Thomas Allen 
|| for printing the compendium of the sixth census, be taken 


from the Clerk’s files, and referred to the Committee of 
Chains. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 15, 1850. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 


memorial of the executor of Cornelius Howland, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. 

Also, the memorial of William Rotch and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from citizens 
of Cuyahoga falls, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of Andrew A. Jones, asking 
compensation for extra services in the New York 
custom-house; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I present a 
petition from soldiers who served in the Florida 
war, asking that they may receive the same bounty 
land that was granted to soldiers of the Mexican 
war. I trust the petition will receive a favorable 
consideration from the Senate, and that the peti- 
tioners will be put on the same footing with those 
soldiers who served in the war with Mexico. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the honorable Senator 
will permit me to make a suggestion to him, I will 
inform him that similar memorials have been re- 
Affairs. 
They are now undergoing investigation there, 
and, as one report on the subject will answer all 


| the purposes desired, it is better that all the me- 


morials of this character should go to that com- 
mittee, 


Mr. SHIELDS. I accept the Senator’s sugges- 


tion. 
| The petition was then referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


Mr. SHIELDS also presented a petition from 
George W. Billiggs, asking Congress to cause the 


| proper officers of the Navy Department to com- 


plete a contract with him for water-rotted hemp, 


| according to advertisement and his bid; which was 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. S. 1am also requested to present the me- 
morial of Captain Mansfeld Lovell, of the artillery 
service of the United States. The intention of the 
memorial is to improve the condition of the light 
artillery of the service of the United States, and it 
is seconded also by a strong letter from Colonel 
Bragg, of that service. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Mr. DAYTON presented the petition of Mrs. 


Commodore De Kay, askihg the payment of a bal- |, 


ance that she alleges is due her late husband; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Samuel 
McKenney and other trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Georgetown, District of Co- 
lumbia, asking the passage of a law authorizing 
them to sell and convey certain real estate, the 
property of that church; which was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 
merchants, ship-owners, masters, and others in- 
terested in commerce, asking that the northeast 


Jan. 16, 


vand d ed; which was referred to the C 
“Mr, CHASE presented th 
r. Pp € petition of : 
of John Strykins, asking indoepaity for meee 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to th 
“Mr. STURGEON 
r. resented the memori 
| Walter Colton, @: chaplain in the navy na! 
compensation for services rendered while holding 
| the office of alcalde and other judicial appointmen,, 
in Monterey, during the military occupation of 
| California by the United States; which Was re 
| ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 7 
Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of Alber 
Fitz, asking compensation for services ag special 
_ agent of the United States to the British Wes. |). 
| dies in 1841; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


| On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


Ordered, That the petition of the American Colonization 
Society, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit. 
| tee of Claims. 
Also, that Naney H rd, heiress of William 
have leave to withdraw her petition and papers, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


| Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mijj. 

tary Affairs, to which was referfed the bill to pro- 
_ vide for the adjustment and payment of expenses 
, incurred and obligations contracted by the State of 

Florida, in providing for the safety of the people 
| of that State during the recent insurrection of the 
| Seminole Indians, reported the same withoy 
| amendment. 

Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of 
P. P. F. Degrand, asking a charter for the pur. 
pose of constructing a railroad, reported in favor 
of printing the same; which was concurred in, 

’ Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the motion to print the report of the Sec- 
retary of War. in relation to the amount due the 
Seminole Indians in the service of the United 
States during the war with the Flogida Indians, re. 
ported against printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of the heirs of John Holden, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of the clerks 
of the Adjutant General’s Office, submitted an ad- 
verse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of Jeremiah Downs, asking 
to be allowed a certain sum, made an adverse re- 

rton thesame; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
bill to increase the efficiency of the army bya 
| retired list for disabled officers, reported the same 
with amendments; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

VACANCY ON THE COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. NORRIS. By the expiration of the term of 
_ service of the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Stew- 
_ART,] there has occurred a vacancy in the Com- 
mittee of Claims. I am unacquainted with the 
| practice of the Senate in regard to matters of this 
Kind, but I will, however, move that the vacancy 
be now filled. . 

Mr. HAMLIN. I. believe, if I recollect cor- 
rectly the practice of the Senate, that vacancies 
have been filled in the various committees by nom- 
ination. I move that Mr. Doper, of Iowa, be 
| appointed to fill the vacancy in this instance. 

r. ATCHISON. I have no objection to the 
_ appointment of Mr. Donee, but [ suggest whether 
| the comer should not be left to the Vice 

President? * 

| These tion was acquiesced in. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
| jection, Mr. Donce will be considered as appointed 
| to fill such vacancy. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 

| Mr. BADGER, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorizt 
notaries public to take and certify oaths and affirm- 
ations and acknowledgments in certain cases; 

| which was read a first and second time by its utle, 
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pass of the Mississippi river may be improved || and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. ~ 


Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following resd- 
jytion, which, under the rules, lies over one day : 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
yested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the instruc- 
fons ven to the agent of the United States who was em- 
aod to visit Hangary during the recent war between that 
country and Austria; and of the correspondence by and 


with such agent, so far as the publication of the samé may 


be consistent with the public interest. 


Mr. DOUGLAS also submitted the following, 
which lies over one day under the rules: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
yested to cause to be laid before the Senate, in open ses- 
sion, if, in his opinion, consistent with the public interest, 
otherwise in Executive session, copies of all instructions 
and communications of the late Secretary of State to our 
jate chargé d’affaires at Guatemala, and all dispatches and 
communications from said chargé d’affaires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of the States comprising the late 
Republic of Central America; and also all correspondence 
between our said chargé d’affaires and the Governments 
or representatives of either of said States ; and also all com- 
munications and instructions from the present Secretary of 
State to our late chargé d’affaires or our present chargé 
(’atfaires Co either of said States ; and of all dispatches or 
communications from our chargé d’affaires to the Depart- 
ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may 
have concluded with either of said States; and also all cor- 
respondence between the Department of State and either of 
sid chargés d’affaires touching the so-called kingdom of 
the Mosquitoes, and the right of way from the Atlantic 
through Lake Nicaragua. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to lay be- 
fore the Senate a copy of the correspondence of our present 
consul at Valparaiso. 

VERMONT RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the next 
business in order to be the question on printing 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Vermont on the subject of slavery, Mr. 
Puetps being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BENTON. I ask that the subject may lie 
over until one o’clock, for the purpose of giving 
mean opportunity of introducing a bill. : 

Mr. PHELPS. If the Senator will permit me, 
I will suggest to him that we pass informally over 
this subject until to-morrow. My reason for ma- 
king this suggestion is, that I discover from the 

apers of this morning, not having been able to be 
inmy seat yesterday, that the Senate thought prop- 
er yesterday to take up for consideration a meas- 
ure of great public importance which I have urged 
here, and it is with a view of disposing of that 
measure—the subject of discussion yesterday— 


thet | now propose to pass over this subject to- 
d . 


ay. 

Mr. BENTON. As the Senator pleases. I 
leave it wholly to himself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- 
jection, the subject will be considered as having 
been informally passed over. 


COMMITTEE ON FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that the Senate has adopted 
aresolution for the appointment of a select com- 
mittee on the subject of French spoliations, in 
order that some order may now be taken for the 
appointment of that committee. 

fI mistake not, one o’clock on Thursday was 
assigned as the time for the appointment of the 
committee, but that period having passed, | hardly 
know what is the precise situation of the subject 
under the rules of the Senate. For the pu of 
bringing it before the Senate, I will move that the 

nate now proceed to the appointment of the 
committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.BADGER. I desire to be informed whether, 


according to the rule of the Senate, the chairman, 


of the committee is to be appointed by a separate 
ballot first ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. I will read the rule 
on the subject : 


“Tn the appointment of the standing committees, the Sen- 
ate will proceed by ballot severally to appoint the chairman 
ofeach committee, and then, by one ballot, the other mem- 
bers necessary to complete the same; and a majority of the 
whole number of votes given shall be necessary to the choice 
ofa chairman of a standing committee. All other commit- 
lees shall be a: ted by ballot, and a plurality of votes 
shall make a . When any subject or matter shall 
have been referred to a committee, any otiver subject or 
matter of a similar nature may, On motion, be referred to 
such committee. = 

Under the rule, it will be seen that it merely 
provides that all the members of the committee are 
an voted for at once, and that a plurality of votes 
Ww elect. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. DICKINSON. _I desire to ask the Senator 
[Mr. Smrrx] whether he proposes to have the 
chairman of the committee designated by ballot. 

Mr. SMITH. I know nothing of what is the 
practice of the Senate in these matters. - 

Mr. DICKINSON. I move, then, that the 
chairman be designated by ballot. 

The motion was to. 

| ‘The Senate proceeded to ballot accordingly, and 
‘| Mr. Troman Smirn was elected chairman, the 

vote being for Mr. Smirx 30; Mr. Dawson 15. 
The other votes were scattering. 
































Senate next proceeded to ballot, and the following 


gentleman were elected by the votes set opposite 
to their names: 


For Mr. Mangume. ....ececcceeeeeeeee sd 
Mr. Bradbury....... ose hed sccecoers 29 
Ht PERNT Boa tAcannssiaar ndeds os 29 
Paks MUO s coccnncatc cent ncassae 29 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. FOOTE. I have a favor to ask of the Sen- 
ate, and it is one which, I trust, will be granted. 


few days ago, relative to territorial governments 
for California, Deseret, and New Mexico, should 
be taken up this morning, for the purpose of being 
made the special order of the day for one o’clock 
on Friday next. The postponement of the reso- 
lution which has taken placé from time to time, 
has been in order that matters deemed by some 
gentlemen to be more important should have pre- 
cedence. I may state in addition, what I believe 
will have its effect with the courteous members of 


question myself—I have never intended to do so, 


the honorable Senator from Michigan, who has 
never had an opportunity heretofore of declaring 


lution, is disposed to offer them at length when 
the question shall be presented for consideration 
on Friday next. I trust, under the circumstances, 
that no obstacle will be thrown in the way, and 
that my motion will prevail. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was taken up accordingly. It is as follows: 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress, at this session 


to establish suitable territorial governments for California 
for Deseret, and for New Mexico. 


’ 
? 


the resolution asked for? 

Mr. FOOTE. I suppose the reading may be 
dispensed with. I now move that it te made the 
special order of the day for one o’clock on Friday 
next. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Will not Monday do as well? 


venient. 

A Senator. 
Monday. 

Mr. FOOTE. T understand that there is a special 
order for Monday next, otherwise I should have 
no objection to adopt the suggestion of the Senator 
from Georgia, 
Georgia, however, that my impression is, that there 
is not much probability of there being an extended 
discussion upon the resolution, but we are all de- 


sirous, [ speeteent of hearing my honorable friend 
from Michigan 


There is a special order for 


will suggest, in making the resolution the special 
order for Friday. If made the special order for 
that day, it will interfere with the established 
usage of the Senate of adjourning over from Thurs- 
day until Monday. 

r. FOOTE. 1 think it ought to be made the 
order of the day for the day I have named, for the 
very reason stated by the Senator why it should 
not. As we are in the habit of adjourning over, if 
made the special order_for Friday, and the Senate 
sit on that day, in consequence of such order bein 
made, there is no danger that it will interfere with 
any. other business. 


question upon poning the resolution and ma- 

king it the special order for Friday. 

_ Mr. CLAY. Monday is proposed. 

question be taken on the remotest day. 
The question was then taken on making the res- 

olution the special order for Monday, and it was 

agreed to. ® 


For the other members of the committee the | 


I am anxious that the resolution which I offered a | 


this body, that whilst I do not design debating the | 


my general views in relation to it being well || 
known already—a distinguished friend of mine, | 


his views upon the question involved in this reso- | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the reading of | 


I will suggest to the Senator from | 


Mr. BADGER. There is “7 one difficulty, I | 
u 


he VICE PRESIDENT was about to put the | 


Let the | 


159 


EXPENSE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUS. 


Mr. PHELPS. I hope now, sir, that the Sen- 

ate will proceed to the consideration of the unfin- 
| ished business of yesterday, viz: the joint resolu- 
_ tion for suspending fora limited time the limitation 
| upon the expense of collecting the revenue. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 
was taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have an amendment to offer 
to the amendment of the Senator from New York, 
and I will remark that it was submitted to the 
Committee on Finance, and that it met the appro- 
val of the members of that committee. I offer it 
|| a8 a substitute for the amendment of the Senator 
|| from New York, as follows: 
| That, instead of the sum appropriated for the expenses 

of collecting the revenue in the act of March 3d, 1849, a 
sum equal to that expended in collecting the revenue of the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1848, exclusive of the expenses 
for storage, cartage, drayage, and labor in that year, be and 
the same hereby is appropriated for the service of the fiscal 
year ending June 30th, 1850, together with sach sums in ad- 
dition as may be received for cartage, drayage, labor, and 
storage.”’ 

Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is-entirely 
‘| acceptable to me. It preserves the principle of 
| appropriation and still carries out what afy amend- 
| ment intends. It is precisely the same thing in 
|| other language. It means what | understood and 
intended mine to mean, but my friends understood 
it otherwise and consider this better. The one 
now proposed renders the meaning certain and 
unmistakable, and I have no objection to it. The 
members of the Finance Committee, I believe, 
agree to it also, 

The question upon the améndment proposed by 
#the gentleman from Virginia, which was accepted 
| by Mr. Dickinson, was then put, and it was 
agreed to. 

The joint resolution, as amended, was then or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Severau Senators. Letit be read a third time 


} 
| 





now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 will ask of the 
Finance Committee some further explanation before 
the question is taken upon the final passage of the 
resolution, I will ask whether this is preposed as 
the permanent policy—in other words;*wheiher 
the sum expended in 1848 is to be considered the 
|| fixed quantity to which, in all time to come, is to 
|| be added the variable quantity for storage, cartage, 
|| labor and drayage? 

{| Mr. DICKINSON. This is intended to be en- 
| tirely temporary in its character; and it is to be 
|| hoped that the matter will.be taken up at the ear- 
| liest possible period, investigated carefully, and 
ls cike. appropriations made. In that the Senator 
|| shall have my active codperation. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, As I stated yesterday, I am dis- 
|| posed to act with the Committee on Finance, and 





It occurs to me that Monday would be more.con--| looking upon this as a temporary measure, and as- 


|| suming that we are to have another, as soon as the 
\| policy can be carried out, | will give my assent to 


it. 
| The resolution was then read a third time and 


ed. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to amend the title of 
the resolution so that :: would read “ Joint resolu- 
tion to amend the act of 3d March, 1849.” 
| Mr. PHELPS. ! will suggest to the honorable 
|| chairman of the Committee on Finance that the 
|| title he proposes is, in my view, inappropriate. 
\| ‘The resolution does not amend the act of March, 


|| 1849. It merely suspends the operation of this act 
\| for a given period. The resolution as it stands at 
|| more properly a resolution making an appropria- 
|| tion for specific purposes, and Igsuggest to the 
\| honorable Senator so to amend the title as to indi- 
|| cate its real character. 
|| Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the Senator 
| from New York whether this will not sufficient 
express it: “ A bill limiting the expense of co 
| lecting the revenue from customs for the present 
\| fiseal year.’’ 

Mr. DICKINSON consented to adopt the title 


proposed, and the question being taken it was’ 


|| agreed to. . 

COMPENSATION OF CAAPEAIN. 

|| Mr. DODGE, of fowa, called up the following 

resolution, which he offered yesterday: 

|| Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Sennte be directed to 

|} pay to the Rev. Henry Sticer, for his services at this and 
the spécial session of Congress, the usual ansual compen 

sation pa:d to Chaplains. “ 


Mr. DAWSON. Let us understand the resolu. 
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tion. What amount is meant by the phrase * usual || 
annual compensation?” Is it intended that he | 
shall receive $500 for the extra session which was | 
held after the close of the last regular session, and | 
$500 also for this? we 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. No, sir; only $500 for || 
the two. It is, I understand; the usual practiceto || 
allow $500 for a special session; and if you take || 
the number of days of that extra session and add || 
the time that has elapsed since the commencement 
of this, it will amount to very nearly as much asa | 
short session of Congress. I trust there will be no || 
opposition to the adoption of the resolution. | 
will, however, modify the resolution by inserting | 
the words * not exceeding $500.”’ 
Mr. YULEE. _[ must object to the adoption of || 
that resolution. Iam willing to give the gentle- | 
man an adequate and proportionate an 
but it seems to me that the compensation named is || 
altogether beyond what is proper; besides, it is | 
establishing a precedent. I am opposed to the res- || 
olution altogether, but I should be willing to make 
a proportionate allowance, and move the insertion | 
of the words ** proportionate amount”’ of the usual | 
annual compensation, and to strike out the words 
‘not exceeding $500.”’ 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa: I hardly think the | 
honorable Senator from Florida is in earnest. 
Mr. YULEE. Yes, I am perfectly in earnest; 
as much so as | ever wasin my life. ~ \| 
Mr. DODGE. The objection comes very badly || 
from the Senator from Florida, at this particular || 
time. I trust he will withdraw the amendment. || 
He cannot be inearnest. No one would think of 
giving Mr. Slicer less than $500. l 
Mr. YULEE. ! wish to avoid the consumption 
of time, but | will state that I feel averse to the 
resolution, because I do not think that these ser- 
vices should be sought for and made a source of | 
profit. Lam sorry that the application was made || 
at all. It has been customary for the chaplains of || 
Congress to perform the duties until their succes- || 
sors were appointed, without additional compen- || 
sation. If we make this allowance, we shall have || 
to make the same allowance every year. t| 
Mr. DODGE. Not at all. There can hardly || 
occur an‘analagous case. 
Mr. YULEE. I am willing to make a propor- || 
tionate allowance, but not to grant the sum named 
in the resolution. 
laid upon the table. 1] 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. There has hardly ever || 
been a special session of so long continuance as the i| 
Jast. The number of days in which Mr. Slicer has | 
actually performed duty in this or the other House || 
amounts to nearly the time of a short session of | 
Congress. I ask for the yeas and nays on the | 
motion of the Senator from Florida. 
Mr. BERRIEN. I hope the Senator from Flor- | 
ida wiil not press the motion to lay the resolution || 
on the table. Let us meet it by a direct vote. 
Mr. YULEE. > Very well, sir, I will withdraw | 
. | 
Mr. BERRIEN. The gentleman who has been | 
performing the duties of chaplain has attended || 
during the extra session of the Senate, and he has | 
been here more than a month this sesgion, in con- || 
sequence of our delay in proceeding to an election. || 
Does it become the Senate of the United States, | 
now having terminated its connection with the 
gentleman, to dispute as to the amount of com- || 
pensation, whether it shall be $500 or $250? I || 
cannot agree with the Senator from Florida that | 
these services should not be the subject of com- | 
even They have always been considered | 
eretofore a just and proper subject for compensa- | 
tion; besides, the gentlemen who are thus en aged || 
have not at all times the means of documnalenton | 
that other persons have. I think the amount pro- | 
posed is perfectly apprepriate in relation to this | 
case; and I hope the resolution will be permitted || 
to pass. i] 
he VICE PRESIDENT stated the question || 
to be on the amendment proposed by the gentle- || 
man from Florida to substitute the words “ pro- | 
portionate amougt.”’ 
Mr. YULEE. I wish it to be understood that || 


j 
| 


1 will therefore move that-it be i| 


| 


| 
| 


it 





I do not object toa just compensation for the ser- | 
vices rendered by the chaplain of the Senate. That | 
compensation has been fixed at $500 for each ses- | 
sion, I believe. This is an application which geeks |. 
an extra profit, and one which I understand has || 
nb precedent. Other chaplains have always ren- 
dered services at extra sessions succeeding the 














inauguration of a new President, and I understand 
that it is unprecedented to make a charge for such 
services. I object to it, and I regret that the ap- 
plication has been made; but I am willing, as it 


| has been made, to consent to a proportionate allow- 


ance—an amount proportionate to the usual an- 
nual allowance. That is my motion. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope l may be permitted to 
make an appeal to the Senator from Florida to 
withdraw the amendment. With my friend from 
Georgia [Mr. Bexnten] I think it hardly becomes 
us to be engaged in a dispute whether we shall 


| give Mr. Slicer $250 or $500. That gentleman 


has attended regularly during the extra session, 
and during six weeks of this, and there is an evi- 
dent propriety in treating the reverend gentleman 
with liberality, and in doing it promptly and with- 
out question; and [ should hope that it would be 
done without any serious difference of opinion. 
The Senator from Florida will find the proportion- 
ate rule difficult to be followed. Our chaplain re- 


| ceives $500 per session, whether it be of three | 


months or of eight or nine months’ duration,’ and 
it would therefore be impossible in practice to ap- 
ply the proportionate rule; and I should hope 
that, after all, the Senator will consent to with- 
draw his motion, to let us .adopt the resolution 


| Submitted by the gentleman from lowa, and mod- 
| ified as it now is. 


Mr. MANGUM. ¢ I do hope, sir, that we shall 
not make so much ado about this very small mat- 
ter, Why, sir, the extra session of the Senate was 
a session in itself. I believe that almost every 


| member of this body was paid for his attendance 


at that session as for a regular session. Why not 
apply the same rule to our officers that we apply 
to ourselves? This gentleman has received a pretty 


| hard measure of justice at our hands, and | hope 


he will be permitted to receive’ the customary al- 
lowance. I shall vote for this, as I shall for any 
claim of a similar kind. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa.* I wish to say, sir, that 
in point of time the attendance of Mr. Slicer lacks 
but about fifteen days of the regular duration of a 
short session. 
the Senate to the fact that their chaplains have 
sometimes received extra compensation for their 
services, I withdraw the call for the yeas and 


; Nays. 7 


Ihe question being taken on the amendment, it 


|| was rejected. 


The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution— 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think we had 


better ie Mr Slicer compensation for his services | 
ixecutive session as for one whole session, | 


at the 
inasmuch as the compensation does not depend on 
the length of the session. 

Mr. MANGUM. Oh, it will amount to the 
same thing. 

The resolution was then adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay the Rev. Henry Slicer, for his services at this and the 


special session of Congress, the usual annual compensa- 
tion paid to chaplains, not exceeding the sum of $500. 


RFMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
submitted by him on the 24th December last: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred 
or filed in any of the Departments against individuals who 
have been removed from office since the 4th day of March 
last, with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the 
officers charged have had opportunity to be heard, anda 
statement of the number of removals made under each De- 
partment. 


Mr. BRADBURY modified his resolution by 
adding the following: 

“ Ineluding subordinates in the custom-houses and other 
branches of the public service.” 

Mr. MANGUM. AsI regard this regolution in 
its principle as a total départure from the former 
practice of the Government, and as, in my judg- 
ment, a gross invasion of the constitutional author- 
ity and rights of the Executive Chief Magistrate, [ 
move, sir, as a test vote, that the resolution lie upon 
the table; and upon that motion I ask for the yeas 


and nays. 
Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President—— 
Severat Senators. The question is not de- 
batable. 
The yeas and nays being taken, were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, B§ldwin, Bell, Berrien, Clarke, 
Clemens, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Daw- 


I wish also to call the attention of | 


| 


| 
| 
| 





































































Jan. 16, 


sgn, Dayton, Greene, Mangum, Miller, Morton; 
ek Smith, Senencs, nderwood, Upham, Walen 


NAYS—Messts. Atchison, Borland, B: ; 
Butler, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, Bickinson, bene, 
lowa Dodge of Wisconsin, Dougias Downs, Felch, Ham. 
Bintan Shia, cule, Scnput Parey” wae fe 
comb, and Yulee—29. - % er, Whit. 

So the resolution was not laid upon the table, 

Mr. BRADBURY then addressed the Senate at 
length in support of his resolution. His remarks 
will be published hereafter. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and in a few minutes the 
doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 16, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUg, 

A message was received from the Senate, by A. 
Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a joint resolution limit. 
ing the expenses of collecting the revenue from 
customs for the present fiscal year. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said that he asked the 
unanimous consent of the House that this joint res. 
olution might be put upon its first and second read- 
ing now, and be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It was important that the res. 
olution should be acted upon at once. 

Cries of ‘*Leave—leave.”’] 
o objection was made. bay 

The resolution was then read by its title a first 
and second time, and, on motion of Mr. BAYLY, 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. BAYLY said he would also ask that, by 
unanimous consent, the estimates might also be 
referred, as their reference was necessary to enable 
the committee to act. ik Hi 

No objection having been made, the said esti. 
mates were referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. o 

Mr. DUNHAM rose and said: I rise, Mr. 
Speaker, to make a personal explanation. I see 
by the morning’s paper that I am reported as hav- 
ing alone vous , on the final vote for Sergeant-at- 
arms, for Mr. Dow. The election of Mr. Gloss- 
brenner was, as [| am informed, produced by sev- 
eral gentlemen changing their votes. 1 had given 
my vote and stepped out of the Hall on someim- 
portant business, and did not return in time to 
change mine. Had I been present, it is but due 
to myself to say, I should have done so, and have 
voted with my friends. Piri 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD.asked permission to in- 
troduce a resolution to take from the files the pe- 
tition and papers of John O’Neal. ; 

Objection was made, and the resolution was 
not introduced. Fira : 

Mr. CROWELL asked permission to introduce 
a resolution to take from the files the petition and 
papers of James Fletcher, with the view of laying 
them before the proper department. 


Mr. LITTLEFIELD objected, inasmuch ashe , 


was not permitted to introduce a similar resolution, 

Mr. T. L. HARRIS remarked that he found in 
a daily paper of this morning that his vote was 
not recorded upon the last vote for Sergeant-at- 
arms. He did vote, and for Mr. Glossbrenner, of 
Pennsylvania. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files, for the purpose of refer- 
ring them to the appropriate committees, the pett- 
tions and papers of. Fonpeis Yoast, John P.Rogers, 
and William B. Edward. 

On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition 
papers of Susan C. Randall; and the same were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. CHANDLER, leave was 
also granted to withdraw from the files the petition 
and papers of S. B. Elliott; and the same were re 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THIRD AUDITOR’S OFFICE. 

Mr. HARALSON rose, he said, to ask leave of 
the House to introduce a resolution which, he 
thought, would strike the House as important ' 
be acted upon. If any objection should be made 
to the resolution, he would give it a directo" 
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